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INTRODUCTION. 

The  question  of  whether  or  not  the 
daily  and  Sunday  newspapers  contain  information 
of  educational  value,  information  that  should  be 
used  in  our  school  system,  at  least  for  motivation 
purposes,  is  one  that  has  been  the  subject  of 
considerable  study  by  many  of  the  leading  educators 
of  America.    More  and  more  we  seem  to  be  coming  to 
realize  that  many  of  the  American  newspapers  are 
so  well  edited,  are  so  authentic  in  their  reports, - 
reports  which  are  often  written  by  the  leading 
experts  in  their  particular  fields,  that  these 
reports,  and  the  first-class  newspapers,  in  general, 
should  be  perused  by  the  efficient  teacher. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  teacher 
of  a  particular  subject  to  peruse  the  entire 
news, but, to  select,  very  carefully,  all  important 
information  of  the  day  that  is  in  any  manner 
correlated  with  her  particular  subject. 
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I  have  taken  the  Boston  newspapers 
for  a  period  of  one  week,  from  February  24th, 
1929,  to  March  2,  1929,  inclusive,  and  will 
attempt  to  point  out  just  what  information 
was  contained  in  the  newspapers  of  this 
particular  period  that  I  feel  could  he  safely 
used  by  competent  teachers. 

In  some  cases,  the  news  is  of  such  a 
nature,  that  it  cannot,  very  well,  be  used 
for  subject  matter,  but,  in  all  cases,  it 
is  of  such  a  nature  as  can  be  used  to  properly 
motivate  a  particular  subject. 
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CHAPTER  I. 
AMERICAN  HISTORY. 

Admission  of  States  to  the  Union.  The 
question  of  admitting  a  state  to  the  Union  is  one 
that  will  hold  much  interest  to  the  average  student 
who  is  old  enough  to  comprehend  the  deep  significance 
of  such  an  event. 

In  order  to  fully  understand  the  history 
of  the  United  States  it  is  necessary  to  comprehend 
the  manner,  and,  have  some  idea  about  the  time, 
that  the  various  states  entered  the  Union,  and  why 
it  was  that  Uncle  Sam  decided  to  take  them  in. 

This  is  one  of  the  fundamentals  that 
must  be  understood  before  a  student  can  have  a 
comprehensive  grasp  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States . 

In  this  particular  instance,  we  have 
a  newspaper  publishing  the  facts  relating  to  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Arizona  to  the  Union, 
one  of  the  last  states  to  gain  admission.  * 


*    "Boston  Post",  Feb.  27,  1929, 

page  20. 
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In  addition  to  the  fact,  that  .Arizona 
was  one  of  the  last  states  to  he  admitted  to  the 
Union,  and, hence, in  studying  the  procedure  necessary 
for  a  State  to  go  through  in  order  to  consummate 
this  great  act,  the  fact  that  the  admission  is 
of  recent  years  adds  a  certain  freshness  to 
the  subject. 

Then,  again,  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Arizona  has  always  been  considered  to  be  a 
very  interesting  one,  in  that,  the  Honorable 
William  Howard  Taft,  who  was  President  of  the 
United  States  at  the  time,  demanded  that  before 
Arizona  could  be  admitted,  she  must  first  drop 
from  her  Constitution  the  "Recall  of  Judges" 
provision, 

Arizona  agreed  to  do  this  and  did 
drop  this  provision  from  her  Constitution, 
but  the  fact  is,  that  the  moment  this  State 
became  a  sister  State  of  the  great  American 
Union  she  immediately  took  steps  to  place 
that  provision  back  in  her  State  constitution. 
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Now  the  interesting  question 
is  raised  as  to  whether  or  not  the  State 
of  Arizona  acted  ethically  in  doing  what  she 
did.    Many  students  of  the  subjects  have  argued 
pro  and  con  on  the  matter  for  many  years  and 
the  argument  is  as  unsettled  today,  insofar  as 
the  ethical  stand-point  is  involved,  as  it  was 
at  the  time  the  questionable  provision  was  re- 
enacted  into  the  Arizonan  constitution. 

The  newspaper  article  in  question 
treats  of  this  subject  in  a  very  impartial 
manner.     It  gives  the  high-points  of  the  con- 
troversy and  is  written  in  a  vein  that  will 
tend  to  create  curiosity  on  the  part  of  the 
stu  dent . 

Once  the  student  has  had  his  curiosity 
aroused  and  comes  to  understand  that  the  subject 
he  is  dealing  with  is  a  live,  real  subject,  then 
he  commences  to  progress  along  the  lines  of  real 
educative  value. 
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From  this  point,  the  competent 
teacher  can  open  up  many  questions  of  value. 
Did  the  State  of  Arizona  do  right  when  it 
took  from  its  Constitution  the  provision 
for  the  "Recall  of  Judges"  and  then,  ?<hen 
it  had  been  admitted  to  the  Union,  replace 
that  provision  in  its  Constitution.  That 
is  a  question  that  will  keep  a  "bright  class 
busy  for  sometime.    The  question  will  come  up 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  State,  legally,  had 
a  right  to  do  this.    The  teacher  must  be  ready 
to  explain  to  the  pupils  just  what  rights  the 
States  have  in  such  matters.     She  must  be  ready 
to  explain  the  position  of  honest  Arizona 
citizens  who  insist  that  the  State  had  a  perfect 
legal  right  to  do  as  she  did. 

In  unravelling  this  question,  the 
pupil  is  bound  to  learn  much  that  will  prove 
of  interest  to  him  all  through  life  regarding 
the  entrance  of  States  to  the  Union  and  the 
rights  of  individual  States,  both  before  and 
after  they  have  become  an  integral  part  of 
the  United  States. 
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Aviation.      Mr.  Orv'ille  Yfright, 
one  of  the  distinguished  brothers  of  aviation 
fame, was  honored  "by  being  presented  with  the 
"Distinguished  Flying  Cross"  by  the  United 
States  Government.    Pictures  of  Mr.  Wright 
were  spread  in  most  of  the  papers  of  the 
land  together  with  a  picture  of  Secretary 
of  War,  Dwight  Davis,  presenting  the  award.  * 

Such  an  occasion  presents  the 
opportunity  of  opening  up  the  question  as 
to  just  what  Mr.  Wright  did  to  merit  this 
honor>  and, once  we  get  into  the  history  of 
the  Wright  brothers  as  concerns  aviation, 
we  automatically  get  into  the  entire  history 
of  early  aviation. 

The  student  is  given  an  appreciation 
of  the  trials  and  sorrows  of  the  pioneers  of 
aviation.    How  long  hours  of  toil,  hard  work, 
and  great  courage  alone  led  to  victory. 


*  "Boston  Post".     Feb.  27,  1929, 

page  20. 
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In  discussing  aviation, it  will 
be  impossible  to  leave  out  a  consideration 
of  the  great  national  figure,  Col.  Lindberg. 
The  teacher  can  explain  that  Lindberg  could 
never  have  successfully  made  his  epochal 
flight  without  the  efforts  and  sacrifices 
of  countless  numbers  of  persons,  whose 
contributions  to  the  science  of  aviation, 
all  through  the  years,  made  such  a  great 
event  possible. 

With  the  introduction  of  such 
well-known  figures  as  Orville  Wright  and 
Lindberg,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  have 
the  student  become  enthusiastic  over  probing 
deeper  into  the  lives  of  these  two  wonderful 
men.  Questions  can  be  answered  relating  to 
just  what  were  the  qualities  that  led  to 
success  in  both  cases.    The  careers  of  these 
notable  characters  will  thereby  become  familiar 
to  practically  every  student , -for  who  is  the 
student  who  is  not  interested  in  Lindberg? 
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Today  is  a  day  when  the  good-will  of  nations 
is  being  sought  through  the  medium  of  aviation. 
Who  is  the  person  that  can  measure  the  good-will 
that  "Lindy"  brought  to  our  land  by  his  great 
flying  missions  to  France,  to  Mexico?    A  new  field 
of  sponsoring  international  good-will  has  apparent- 
ly been  discovered.    Lindberg,  with  .the  full  backing 
of  the  United  States  Government  makes  a  great  flying 
trip  to  Mexico  from  the  United  States.     The  people 
of  both  lands  are  stirred  in  a  feeling  of1  mutual 
good-will  such  as  never  occurred  before.  Ambassador 
Dwight  Morrow,  our  representative  in  Mexico  takes 
full  charge  of  the  Lindberg  reception  after  the  noted 
flier  reaches  Mexico  City.    A  mutual  feeling  of  good- 
will was  brought  forth  as  a  result  of  the  epochal 
journey. 

Surely,  school  children  will  be  interested 
in  this  new  phase  of  international  diplomacy.  Using 
the  magic  name  of    Lindberg  as  a  motivating  influence, 
it  will  be  comparatively  easy  for  the  skilled  teacher 
to  stress  the  importance  of  a  return  visit  on  the  part 
of  Mexican  flyers  in  return  for  the  courtesy  of  Lindberg 
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visit.    As  a  natter  of  fact,  the  whole  Mexican 
question  can  be  vividly  brought  before  the 
pupils,  giving  the  reasons  for  these  acts  of 
friendliness  and  how  much  they  mean  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of 
Mexico. 

One  more  point  that  may  be  stressed  is 
the  fact  that  the  United  States,   in  its  friendly 
dealings  with  Mexico,   in  its  attempt  to  have  only 
a  friendly  feeling  exist  between  the  two  Republics, 
is  doing  much  to  bring  about  that  feeling  of 
mutual  helpfulness  that  the  world  so  much  needs 
today. 

While  considering  this  subject  of  aviation, 
another  interesting  piece  of  news  appears  in  the 
daily  papers.*      It  is  the  fact  that  ocean  air-ports 
are  being  developed.     The  one  great  dream  of  mankind 
is  to  cross  the  great  oceans  and  this  problem  appears 
to  be  an  acute  one  until  we  find  some  way  of  allowing 
airplanes  to  light  at  various  stations,  which  will  be 


"Boston  Herald",  Feb.  25,  1929 
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anchored  at  various  points  in  the  ocean. 
If  this  problem  is  ever  solved,  then  we  will 
have  gone  a  long  way  toward  bringing  about 
trans-Atlantic  air-travel. 

Newspaper  accounts  of  what  advance 
has  been  made  along  this  line  should  be  of 
interest  to  pupils  who  are  interested  in  the 
history  of  aviation;  just  what  we  are  attempting 
to  do  today  in  the  line  of  air-travel,  and  the 
various  other  questions  involved  in  the  working 
out  of  successful  air  routes. 

Education.    Frequently  the  newspapers 
give  us  an  account  of  what  it  costs  to  educate 
children  in  the  United  States.    When  authentic 
figures  are  brought  out,  such  as  in  the  present 
case,  *  when  Uncle  Sam  makes  the  statement,  the 
same  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  scholars 
in  all  classes.    The  pupils  of  the  United  States 
receive  so  much  more,  along  educational  lines, 
than  the  students  of  just  about  every  other  country 

*    "Boston  Transcript",  Mar.  2,1929. 
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that  this  fact  should  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  pupils,  particularly  those 
who  do  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  great 
privilege  that  is  theirs  through  the  working-out 
of  our  school  system.    Too  many  of  our  students 
take  what  is  gtren  to  them,  in  the  matter  of 
education,  in  a  desultory,  half-hearted  manner 
as  though  they. were  being  shown  no  special 
privilege.    The  fact  should  be  made  clear  that 
no  country  of  the  world  excels  that  of  the 
United  States  in  dealing  with  its  children 
in  the  matter  of  education.    No  better  time 
nor  no  better  way  can  be  found  to  impress 
this  fact  upon  the  minds  of  students  than 
when  a  statement  is  made  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Education  contrasting  the  amounts  of 
money  that  are  spent  on  the  school-children 
of  the  world  by  the  various  governments. 

Exploration.     Commander  Richard  Byrd 
sends  word  that  he  has  discovered  a  new  land 
and  that  he  has  named  it  after  his  wife,  namely, 
"Marie  Byrd  Land".* 

*  "Boston  Traveler",  Feb.  23,1929, 
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The  students  will  be  interested  in 
noting  this  new  discovery.  The  fame  of  the  explorer 
is  one  that  is  Known  to  practically  every  student. 
Girl  students  in  particular  will  be  interested  in 
the  fact  that  the  Commander  saw  fit  to  so  honor 
his  wife.     There  is  a  bit  of  sentimentality  about 
this  transaction  which  gives  it  a  rare  relishing 
interest-developing  turn. 

Once  having  obtained  this  interest,  then 
it  should  be  an  easy  matter  to  open  up  the  whole 
subject  of  polar  explorations  and  explain  why  it 
is  that  various  nations  are  interested  in 
discovering  new  lands. 

The  skilled  teacher  will  carefully 
explain  the  question  that  has  developed  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  over  the 
Byrd  discoveries.    Britain  lays  claim  to  certain 
of  the  South  Pole  lands.     Her  famous  Captain  Soott 
is  said  to  have  discovered  many  of  the  sections 
that  Byrd  is  now  reporting  as  having  found,  and 
hence,  Britain  claims  that  this  fact  gives  her 
title  to  the  land  in  question. 
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As  a  matter  of  fact,  just  "before  Commander 
Byrd  left  on  his  famous  South  Pole  journey,  Sir  Esme 
Howard,  the  British  Ambassador  at  Washington,  sent  a 
note  to  our  Governne  nt  in  which  he  offered  the 
services  of  the  British  Governors  stationed  in 
the  South  Pole  areas. 

Our  Government  has  never  answered  this  note 

as  it  was  felt  that  if  it  was  acknowledged  that 

» 

Britain  had  certain  sovereign  rights  in  South 
Pole  lands,  that  it  would  be  mighty  hard  for 
the  United  States  to  claim  that  right. 

There  is  no  need  of  expressing  any  heated 
opinion  on  this  question.     Even  experts  know  too 
little  about  it,  at  present,  to  express  an  intelligent 
opinion,  but  the  interesting  phases  of  diplomacy  that 
are  connected  with  the  Byrd  explorations  could  be 
touched  upon. 

Another  phase  of  the  matter  that  should  be 
fully  explained  is  the  fact  that  many  experts  feel 
that  in  the  North  and  South  Pole  areas  is  land 
containing  much  wealth,    oil,  iron,  copper  and  other 
valuable  products. 
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The  great  nations  of  the  future  are 
going  to  be  nations  with  great  areas  of  territory 
holding  much  wealth.     For  instance,  if  any  one 
nation  were  able  to  obtain  a  monopoly  upon  the 
crude  oil  of  the  world,  then  all  other  nations 
would  have  to  pay  tribute  in  order  to  receive 
oil  to  run  their  battle-ships  and  vessels  of 
c  ammerce. 

Hence,  there  is  much  interest,  especially 
upon  the  part  of  scientists,  as  to  just  what  the 
land  area  around  the  North  and  South  Poles  contains 
in  the  way  of  valuable  metals,  oils,  coal  etc. 

No  doubt, most  of  the  teachers  follow  the 
story  about  Byrd's  discoveries,  and  it  would  be  a 
relatively  easy  matter  to  work  this  material  into 
the  daily  class  lesson  in  history  and  in  geography. 
The  material  could  be  used  among  all  pupils  who 
were  old  enough  to  comprehend  the  significance  of 
the  information  involved. 
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Ex-Presidents .    Much  material  is 
contained  in  the  daily  papers  with  reference 
to  our  past  Presidents,  especially  the  ones 
who  have  cut  a  big  figure  in  our  history. 
Students  and  investigators  are  every  day 
finding  out  something  new  about  the  great 
men  of  the  past  and  this  new  material  can 
often  be  woven  into  the  daily  class  lesson 
and  made  to  make  more  interesting ,  the  usual 
lesson.  Students  are  always  interested  in 
up-to-the-minute  material. 

In  this  particular  instance,  we  * 
have  a  report  on  a  special  group  of  people 
honoring  Jefferson.    The  natural  question 
will  be:  "Well,  why  should  Jefferson  be  so 

honored  after  many  years?". 
This  gives  the  teacher  an  opportunity  to 
bring  out  the  special  qualities  that  tend 
to  make  the  spirit  of  Jefferson  shine  out 
with  great  effulgence  through  the  years. 

*  "Boston  Herald,"  Mar.  1,  1929. 
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In  the  news  of  the  week  we  are 
given  information  regarding  one  of  the  pens 
that  Lincoln  wrote  with.    Here  is  an  opportunity 
to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  class  the  manner 
in  which  methods  of  writing  have  changed. 

Lincoln  sat  down  and  wrote  many  of 
his  own  letters  in  his  own  hand.     In  those  days 
there  were  very  few  stenographers  and  the  class 
of  typewriters  then  on  the  market,  were  of  a  type 
that  would  lead  one  to  prefer  his  own  hand-v^riting. 

A  comparison  can  be  made  between  the 
writing  methods  of  Lincoln* s  day  and  those  of 
President  Hoover.     Today,  Hoover  has  an  expert 
corps  of  stenographers  who  work  with  the  best  of 
typewriters  and  other  appliances. 

Pupils  will  be  interested  in  the  comparison. 

During  the  weekly  summary  of  the  news, 
President  Coolidge  is  reported  in  his  Washington's* 
Day  address.    Anything  that  is  said  or  written  about 

*  "Boston  Herald",  Feb.   23,  1929. 
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George  Washington  is  always  of  interest  to 
pupils.     Each  year,  a  trained  corps  of  experts 
dig  into  the  records  to  present  to  the  President 
facts  upon  the  life  of  the  first  President. 

These  authentic  facts,  presented  to 
the  Nation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
are  ones  that  should  be  studied  by  the  school- 
teacher so  that  they  may  be  passed  on  to  the 
pupils. 

The  fact  should  be  explained  to  the 
pupils  that  each  year,  through  custom, the 
President  of  the  United  States  makes  a  Washington1 s 
Day  address  in  which  the  Father  of  our  Country  is 
lauded.    The  fact  should  also  be  explained  that 
the  material  for  this  speech  is  invariably  put 
together  by  eminent  historians  and  assistants  at 
Washington,  and,  therefore,  what  the  President 
says  about  Washington,  should  be  observed  very 
closely  by  students  of  history. 

Information  of  this  character  tends  to 
create  in  the  pupil  a  sincere  desire  for  learning 
more  and  more. 
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Finances .      Better  reports  than  ever  are 
being  issued  by  Uncle  Sam  relative  to  the  amounts  of 
money  that  are  being  saved  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Bank  reports  are  regularly  being 
issued.     It  appears  that  today  more  money  is  in 
the  banks  of  the  land  than  ever  before.     This  fact 
should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  pupils,  as 
it  tends  to  teach  thrift.    Along  with  this  fact 
may  be  mentioned  that  no  country  of  the  world 
has  such  a  tremendous  gold  reserve  as  has  the 
United  States.      In  other  words,  we  are  rich 
beyond  all  dreams  of  20  years  ago.    What  to  do 
with  this  money,  how  to  spend  it  so  that  it  will 
bring  the  greatest  return  in  public  health, 
education,  scientific  progress,  is  a  question 
that  has  vexed  the  keenest  of  minds.  * 

Along  with  this  information  should  go 
a  brief  resume  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
in  various  schools  throughout  the  United  States  in 
the  matter  of  "Student  Banking."    Students  are  always 
interested  in  finding  out  what  the  students  of  Kansas 
City  or  Los  Angeles  are  doing  and  information  of  this 
character  acts  as  an  incentive. 

"Boston  Transcript",  Feb.  28,  lc^29. 
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Forestry.      The  matter  of  trees,  of  forests, 
is  one  that  is  of  interest  to  the  ordinary  student. 
Anything  concerning  Mother  Nature  is  of  particular 
interest  to  children.    No  political  issue  in  the 
history  of  this  country  has  been  more  "bitterly  fought 
out  than  has  the  question  of  National  Forests. 
This  fact  should  be  explained  to  pupils.     It  should 
be  made  clear  to  them  just  what  the  issues  of  the 
controversy ' are.    Every  so  often,  our  press  brings 
news  of  this  great  issue.  * 

The  ordinary  child  will  be  interested  in 
the  fact  that  the  Eastern  section  of  the  United 
States  felt  that  the  great  forests  of  the  V/est 
should  be  preserved;  that  the  Nation  would  need 
them  in  years  to  come;  that  generations  as  yet 
unborn  would  actually  be  in  need  if  the  great 
forests  were  not  preserved  for  them. 

Forests  are  of  use  not  only  as  producers 
of  lumber,  but  they  serve  another  great  need. 
Great  amounts  of  water  are  held  in  the  ground 
in  which  tree-roots  are  sunk.    Many  experts  feel 

*  "Boston  Post",  Feb.  26,  1929. 

Page  20. 


(22.) 

that  if  we  cut  down  too  many  trees  that  we  will 
cut  down  the  water  supply  of  our  great  streams. 
If  too  many  forests  of  the  West  are  cut  down,  that 
the  water  of  the  Missouri  River  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  of  other  streams  will  he  automatically 
cut  down  and  hence  interfere  with  many  plans 
that  the  industrial  East  may  have  in  store. 

No  controversy  of  the  Roosevelt 
Administration  so  embittered  the  country. 
The  West  insisted  that  they  had  a  right  to  do 
as  they  pleased  with  their  great  forests. 
The  East  demanded  that  the  great  forests  be 
preserved  since  their  interests  were  directly 
involved.     The  matter  finally  ended  with 
the  National  Government  stepping  in  and.  taking 
great  forest  preserves  to  save  them  for  the 
future. 

In  the  telling  of  this  interesting 
story,  the  curiosity  of  the  pupil  will  be 
aroused.     He  will  take  an  interest  when  the 
facts  are  explained  to  him. 

One  of  the  great  historical-political 
battles  of  this  country,  a  real  part  of  the  history 
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of  our  land,  will  be  made  clear,  and,  is  of 

such  an  interesting  nature,  that  the  pupil 

will  always  retain  some  interest  in  the  subject. 

Irani  gr  at ion.       pew  subjects,  now  before 
the  country  hold  more  interest,  from  the  stand- 
point of  popular  discussion,  than  does  the  subject 
of  immigration.    The  tactful  teacher  can  interest 
her  pupils  in  this  subject  without  becoming 
enmeshed  in  particular  parts  of  it  that  may  lead 
to  racial  feeling.  *    This  discussion  would  most 
likely  take  place  in  the  "Civics"  class,  or  it 
might  take  place  in  the  classes  on  "History  and 
Government" . 

This  question  is  a  vital  one.  One 
that  will  be  discussed  as  long  as  the  pupils 
live.     It  would  be  well  to  start  them  off  with 
a  clear  view  on  all  sides  of  the  question. 

When  we  obtain  the  interest  of  the 
class  on  the  subject  of  Immigration,  it  will 
then  be  possible  to  lead  from  this  to  other 

*  "Boston  Post,"  Feb.  26,  1929, 
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correlated  subjects.    The  thoughtful  teacher  will 
use  such  an  interesting  question  to  motivate  not 
only  the  subject  itself  but  others  as  well. 
Current  newspaper  reports  will  always  be  of  help 
in  stimulating  interest. 

Inaugural  Ceremonies.     To  the  average 
person,  the  mention  of  these  ceremonies  seems  to 
bring  a  -vave  of  interest.     Thousands  of  people  go 
to  Washington  to  be  present  on  such  historical 
occasions.    The  ceremonies  should  be  explained 
to  the  pupils,  particularly  at  the  time  when  the 
great  newspapers  of  the  land  are  describing  in 
detail  the  various  inaugural  events.    Such  live 
information  naturally  leads  the  pupil  to  seek 
more, and,  in  seeking  more,  the  pupil  gains  a 
knowledge  of  Government  and  History  that  he 
would  obtain  in  no  other  way.* 

For  instance,  much  stress  is  laid 
upon  the  point  that  the  in-coming  President 
is  the  30th  President  of  the  United  States. 
Well,  the  pupil  becomes  interested  in  ascertaining 
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just  who  were  the  predecessors  of  Pres.  Hoover, 
of  Pres.  Coolidge. 

The  ceremonies  that  are  gone  through 
with  are  of  a  nature  to  inspire  active  interest. 
The  out-going  President  rides  with  the  in-coming 
President  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  lined  with 
troops,  to  the  Capitol.    The  manner  in  ife  ich 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  s?/ears 
in  the  new  President  and  the  ceremony  connected 
with  the  leave-taking  on  the  part  of  the  out- 
going President ... .are  very  interesting  events. 

When  President  Coolidge  left 
Washington,  it  was  within  a  few  minutes  after 
President  Hoover  was  sworn  in  as  Chief  Executive 
of  the  land.     There  is  something  very  thrilling 
and,  at  the  same  time  very  sad,  that  a  man  such 
as  President  Coolidge,  after  years  of  sacrifice 
for  the  public  welfare  in  Washington,  should  be 
so  quickly  submerged  after  his  successor  took 
office. 

That  the  country  was  much  interested 
in  the  out-going  President  was  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  David  Lawrence,  noted  correspondent, 
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reporting  over  the  radio  hook-up  the  Inaugural 
ceremonies,  followed  the  out-going  President 
to  the  train  that  awaited  him  at  the  Washington 
Depot  and  gave  the  country  a  word  picture  of 
President  Coolidge's  departure  from  Washington. 

The  skillful  teacher  will  use  all 
this  interesting  material,  reported  by  experts, 
in  motivating  various  subjects  outside  that  of 
"History",  "Government",  "Civics"'  and  the  various 
other  heads  under  which  it  would  be  used. 

Industrial  Development.    The  United  States, 
being  the  great  Industrial  monster  of  modern  times, 
has  some  very,  interesting  stories  relating  to  the 
industrialization  of  various  communities  throughout 
the  land.        The  relating  of  these  stories  to  a  class 
tends  to  stir  up  interest.    No  better  individual  example 
could  be  selected  to  interest  a  class  than  the  story 
of  Gary,  Indiana.    Here  is  a  prosperous  city,  built 
in  the  suburbs  of  Chicago,  by  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation. * 

*  "Boston  Post",  Mar.  28,  1929, 
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It  is  rather  unusual  to  find  that  one 
great  corporation  has  taken  a  vacant  area  and 
built  upon  it  a  complete  city,  yet  that  is  exactly 
what  has  taken  place  at  Gary,  Indiana.    To  study 
the  detail  of  just  how  this  feat  was  accomplished 
is  very  interesting  and  will  prove  of  absorbing 
interest  to  the  average  pupil.    The  question  of 
why  this  particular  spot  was  selected  is  one  that 
will  lead  into  various  other  subjects. 

A  map  of  the  Great  Lake  area  should 
be  produced.     It  should  be  pointed  out  that  Gary 
is  located  in  close  proximity  to  the  Lakes;  that 
the  great  trans-continental  railroad  lines  are 
in  easy  access  to  the  new  city,  that  coal  and  iron 
are  near-by,  and  that  the  various  elements  necessary 
to  the  success  of  an  industrial  city  are  here  to  be 
found  in  abundance. 

In  opening  up  this  subject  the  pupil 
will  gain  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Great  Lake 
area,  his  interest  will  be  aroused  to  find  out  why 
this  particular  area  should  have  been  selected, 
and  then  is  the  time  that  the  skilled  teacher  can 
point  out  the  great  advantages  that  an  industrial 
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city,  so  located,  enjoys  over  other  industrial 
centers  not  so  fortunately  located. 

In  studying  the  reasons  why  Gary,  was 
selected, the  pupil  gains  a  knowledge  of  railroad 
transportation,  of  land  values,  of  railroad 
transportation,  and  of  various  other  subjects  that 
he  would  not  otherwise  obtain.     Then,  in  back  of 
it  all,  is  this  sizzling  interest,  created  by 
the  daily  press,  which  makes  the  subject  so  real, 
so  live,  that  it  connects  up  with  life  itself  in 
a  very  real  way.    Pupils  who  would  not  otherwise 
become   interested,  show  unusual  application  and 
zeal  when  given  problems  relating  to  such  an 
interesting  subject. 

International  Trade.      Here  is  a  newspaper 
piece  telling  us  that  Canada  is  the  best  cus toner 
that  the  United  States  has  and  the  reasons  why  this 
is  so.     Could  there  possibly  be  a  more  interest- 
provoking  statement  for  a  history  class,  for  a  class 
in  government?    It  is  of  interest  to  all  persons  to 
know  that  Canada  buys  more  from  the  United  States 
each  year  than  any  other  nation  and  how  these  purchases 
effect,  if  at  all,  international  relations.  * 
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The  "bright  teacher  will  find  many  ways 
of  explaining,  without  hurting  the  feelings  of  any 
particular  race,  just  how  the  great  trade  which  the 
United  States  of  America  carries  on  with  Canada, is 
the  subject  of  much  study,  and  perhaps,  jealousy, 
on  the  part  of  some  other  nations  of  the  world. 
Many  pupils,  to  whom  Canada  has  been  nothing  but  a 
name,  will  take  an  interest  and  gain  a  knowledge 
that  would  never  otherwise  be  gained, 

Ni caragua.      Here  is  a  question  that  is 
being  talked  about  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
at  the  present  time.    Great  statesmen  are  debating 
and  arguing  as  to  whether  or  not  we  have  any  right 
to  send  our  marines  into  this  country,*  Why  not  take 
this  particular  land  for  a  start-off  and  then,  having 
gained  the  interest  of  the  pupil,  the  entire  matter 
of  United  States  imperialism  can  be  gone  into? 

The  pupil  will  find  that  his  father  at 
home  is  discussing  the  Nicaraguan  matter.  Once 
having  gained  the  interest  of  the  child,  and  pointing 
out  on  the  map  just  where  Nicaragua  is  situated,  it 

*  "Boston  Herald",  Feb.  23,  1929, 
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is  an  easy  matter  to  lead  the  pupil  on  to 
other  lands  and  islands  in  which  the  United 
States  has  shown  more  than  an  ordinary  interest. 

The  important  results  will  be  obtained 
when  the  teacher  explains  just  why  the  United  States 
is  so  much  interested  in  Nicaragua  and  the  other 
islands  situated  about  the  entrances  to  the  Panama 
Canal.     In  making  this  explanation,  the  history  of 
the  Monroe  Doctrine  will  have  to  be  gone  into,  and, 
a  subject  which  many  pupils  consider  "dry", will  be 
made  "to  live". 

I  know  of  nothing  that  is  more  interesting, 
in  the  matter  of  Government  ,  than  the  history  of  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  United  States,  the  history  of 
our  doings  in  the  Caribbean  sea  area.    For  many  years 
our  leading  statesmen  have  been  at  odds  over  the 
policy  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
pursued  in  this  area.  United  States  Senator  Wm.  E. 
Borah  insists  that  the  United  States  has  no  right  to 
send  marines  into  Nicaragua.     President  Coolidge  claims 
that  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  this. 

The  clever  teacher  will  use  this  information 
to  create  interest  among  her  pupils. 


(32.) 


Packing  Industry.      Nothing  is  of  more 
interest  to  boys  and  girls  than  a  short  interesting 
history  regarding  the  packing  industry.    It  has  to 
do  with  the  meat  that  they  eat  at  the  tables  of 
their  homes.    Every  child  considers,  to  some 
extent,  the  fact  that  cattle,  such  as  cows,  are 
raised  and  then  led  off  to  the  slau^ter-house 
to  be  made  into  food  products.    The  very  same 
with  pigs,  sheep  and  other  animals. 

So  when  discussing  this  activity,  it 
is  one  which  inspires  interest  in  itself.  * 

Now  of  late  years,  the  meat  industry 
has  not  been  doing  so  well.    For  some  reason  or 
other  people  got  the  idea  into  their  minds  that 
meat  was  bad  for  various  diseases  and  conditions. 
Meat  was  blamed  for  hardening  of  the  arteries,  for 
high  blood  pressure,  for  the  numerous  ailments  of 
human  kind, with  the  result,  that  the  packing 
industry  has  not  been  doing  so  well. 

In  explaining  this  situation  the  teacher 
can  bring  out  the  point  that  we  have  periods,  cycles 
of  times,  in  which  the  taste  of  the  public  changes  just 
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as  does  the  various  styles  that  come  into  fashion 
and  then  fade  out  again — overnight. 

In  this  particular  instance,  we  have  a 
speech,  reported  by  the  daily  press,  made  by  one 
of  the  great  leaders  of  the  packing  industry,  one 
of  the  Swifts,  and  anything  that  a  Swift  has  to  say 
should  prove  of  interest  to  the  public  as  well  as 
to  pupils  in  the  public  schools  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Swift  admits  that  the  packing 
industry  has  suffered,  is  continuing  to  suffer, but 
that  it  will  "turn  the  corner"  and  within  the  next 
few  years  people  will  be  eating  more  meat  than  ever. 

In  discussing  this  subject  the  pupil  will 
become  more  interested  than  ever  in  the  famous 
Swift  family.    Many  of  them  will  go  to  the  library 
to  find  out  more  about  them.     Just  the  moment  we 
obtain  this  interest,  then  all  the  correlated  subjects 
come  in  for  study.     The  pupil  will  naturally  want  to 
know  what  has  been  the  matter  with  the  packing  business 
and  in  attempting  to  find  out  he  will  run  into  the 
railroad  problem,  the  problem  of  cold-storage  for  the 
shipment  of  meats  to  hot  climates,  the  great  struggle 
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that  has  been  taking  place  between  the  vegetable,  fruit 
and  meat  interests,  and  numerous  other  questions  that 
he  little  dreamed  of  when  he  started  his  investigation. 
In  this  manner,  real  information,  real  education  is 
imparted.    A  curiosity  of  an  intellectual  nature  is 
developed  that  will  stay  with  the  pupil,  in  many 
instances,  all  through  life,  and,  if  this  result  is 
obtained,  then  the  money  spent  on  educating  the  child 
has  been  well  spent. 

Philippines .      Here  is  an  old  question 
that  still  is  being  discussed  in  our  national 
capital.     What  are  we  going  to  do  with  the  Philippine 
Islands?    Numerous  appeals  are  being  made  to  our 
Government  to  grant  full  independence  but  still 
there  is  a  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  time 
is  quite  ripe  for  this.  * Ex-Pres ident  Goolidge  felt 
that  the  time  was  not  ripe  for  any  such  a  procedure. 
The  pupils  will  be  much  interested  to  know  of  the 
opinions  of  the  leading  men  in  this  country  upon 
the  question*     to  know  that  ex-President  Wilson 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Islands  should  be  given 
a  great  deal  of  liberty  in  the  managing  of  their 
own  affairs.    That  when  the  Republican  Party  came 
back  into  power  in  1920  that  Gen.  Leonard  Wood  was 

*    "Boston  Globe",  Feb.  23,  1929. 
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sent  to  the  Islands  and  he  immediately  rescinded 
much  of  the  liberty  that  his  predecessor  had  granted. 
This  led  to  considerable  difficulty. 

The  policy  of  the  Republican  Party  and 
of  theDemocratic  Party  can  be  explained  to  the 
pupils.    The  Republicans  seem  to  think  that  the 
people  of  the  Islands  are  not  quite  rea^-for  independence. 
It  is  thought  that  if  they  were  granted  this,  they 
would  be  immediately  gobbled  up  by  some  other  power. 
The  United  States  has  spent  millions  upon  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  Islands  since  we  took  them  over  in  1898 
and  the  question  is  whether  or  not  we  should  lose  all 
this  money  in  the  event  of  our  turning  the  Islands 
loose  and  some  other  power  stepping  in  to  take  them. 

Economists  claim  that  the  Islands  could 
not  possible  keep  up  their  present  high  standard  of 
living,  as  compared  with  other  Oriental  lands,  if  the 
United  States  with-drew  their  protection.     For  instance, 
sugar,  manilla  and  other  products,  the  main-stays  of  the 
Islands,  are  now  admitted  free  to  the  United  States. 

If  the  Islands  were  placed  on  a  parity  with 
other  Nations,  it  is  a  question  as  to  just  how  much 
business  they  would  do  in  the  United  States. 
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Then  again,  our  naval  experts  claim 
that  in  the  event  of  trouble  in  the  Pacific,  the 
Islands  would  prove  to  be  a  good  base.  This 
question  is  hotly  debated,  as  it  is  asserted  that 
Japan  would  take  the  Islands  with  very  little 
trouble.    However,  the  British  Government  has 
seen  fit  to  build  at  Singapore,  within  a  comparit ively 
short  distance  of  the  Islands,  in  the  very  same 
vicinity  of  the  world,  the  world's  most  powerful 
naval  base.     Experts  seem  to  feel  that  the  next  great 
war  may  take  place  in  the  Pacific. 

So  that  there  is  considerable  question 
as  to  just  whether  or  not,  after  we  have  spent  billions 
of  dollars  on  sanitation,  education,  streets, -in  wiping 
out  disease  and  in  other  ways  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  people,  whether  or  not  we  should  with-draw  and 
consider  the  matter  closed.     If  the  people  will  sink 
back  into  their  old  ways,  -then  I  should  say    that  we 
are  duty  bound  to  remain.     If  all  that  has  been  sacrificed 

will  be  lost  then  there  is  nothing  left  to  do  but  to 

remain. 

Another  issue  that  the  skillful  teacher  will 
bring  out,  is  the  fact  that  the  entire  Orient  looks  with 
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a  great  deal  of  interest  upon  the  various  experiments 
of  the  United  States  Government  in  the  handling  of  the 
Philippine  Islands.      If  these  experiments  in  public 
health,  in  sanitation  prove  to  he  successful  and  they 
are  proving  to  he,  then  the  teeming  millions  of  people 
in  the  Orient,  the  Far  East,  who  live  at  the  very  lowest 
of  standards,  will  be  encouraged  to  better  their 
condition.     So  Uncle  Sam  is  really  teaching  the  Orient, 
showing  the  way  to  a  higher  standard  of  living. 

Manuel  Quezon,  President  of  the  Philippine 
Senate,  has  made  many  requests  upon  the  United  States 
for  more  freedom.    There  is  something  very  dramatic 
about  these  appeals.     In  the  Boston  newspapers,  at 
this  very  time,  are  appeals  from  Quezon.    The  teacher 
should  allow  one  of  these  appeals  to  be  her  starting 
point. 

Then  again,  Pedro  Guevara,  Philippine 
resident  commissioner  in  Washington,  is  cont  inually 
making  appeals  for  his  land.*  At  this  particular  time 
he  claims  that  his  country  has  no  power  to  negotiate 
commercial  treaties  with  other  countries,  nor  could 
they  levy  a  tariff  on  ijnerican  goods  that  are  imported. 
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The  teacher  will  e 3$)- lain  to  the  pupils 
that  the  very  sugar  they  eat  at  home  most  probably 
came  from  the  Philippine  Islands  and  how  there  is 
a  movement  on  foot,  led  by  United  States  Senator  Reed 
Smoot    of  Utah,  to  make  the  Islands  pay  a  tariff  on 
sugar  that  is  sent  to   the  United  States.    Senator  Smoot 
comes  from  a  State  where  there  are  a  considerable  number 
of  sugar-beet  farmers,  and,  as  sugar  is  made  by  the  beet 
method,  these  particular  farmers  are  interested  in 
prohibiting  sugar  from  the  Philippines  to  enter  the 
United  States,  compete  with  their  product,  and  hence, 
reduce  the  price. 

These  facts  will  prove  of  interest  to  the 
ordinary  pupil.     They  will  even  discuss  it  at  home 
with  their  parents  and  the  parents  will  become  interested. 
The  subject  is  one  that  has  a  tremendous  appeal  to  the 
interests  of  the  ordinary  child.       We  have  the  Oriental 
people  involved,  which  is  always  of  interest  to  children. 
Then  we  have  the  future  of  the  people  of  the  Islands, 
practically  in  our  hands.     If  we  put  a  tariff  on  their 
sugar  imports  to  the  United  States,  it  means  that  they 
sink  back  again  to  a  standard  of  living  similar  to  that 
in  vogue  at  the  time  that  the  United  States  stepped  in 
and  saved  these  people  from  Spanish  butchery. 
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The  skilfull  teacher  can  motivate  a  number  of 
subjects  from  this  very  news-paper  clipping. 
Open  up  an  entire  ib  v;  world  to  the  students 
and  open  it  up  in  a  manner  that  will  tend  to 
retain  their  interest. 

Fo  st-of  fL  ces.     During  the  period  of 
this  survey,  a  new  post-master  at  Boston  has 
taken  office,  Colonel  Chas .  R.  Gow. *  Such  an 
event  is  given  quite  a  good  deal  of  space  in 
the  news,  and,  I  believe,  it  is  a  time  when 
the  teacher  should  see  to  it  that  the  pupils 
have  a  good  idea  as  to  just  how  the  post-master 
is  appointed;  who  appoints  him,  what  qualifications 
are  necessary,  and,  to  make  the  subject  very  real, 
a  few  important  points  on  the  life  of  Col.  Gow 
should  be  included. 

Mr.  Gow  is  considered  by  many  to  be 
the  leading  civil  engineer  of  New  England.  He 
built  the  great  .Army  Base  for  Uncle  Sam  located 
at  South  Boston  and  many  other  large  buildings. 

*  "Boston  Transcript",  Feb.  25,  1929. 
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Most  of  the  pupils  will  know  om  or  two  of 
the  mail  men.     It  will  be  of  interest  to  them 
to  know  a  few  facts  about  the  new  superior 
officer  connected  with  the  post-office  department. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  of  the  pupils  will  have 
relatives  working  in  the  post-office  department. 
All  these  facts  tend  to  add  interest  to  the  subject. 
Once  a  subject  is  mastered  in  this  way,  it  seldom 
is  forgotten  by  the  pupils.      And  from  this 
particular  subject,  the  teacher  may  wend  her  way 
into  other  Governmental  agencies,  explaining  to 
the  pupils  the  various  duties  and  functions  that 
are  involved. 

Railroads.    Railroads  play  a  very 
important  role  in  the  life  of  many  communities . 
In  the  case  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  this  is  particularly  so,  especially  among 
the  various  cities  and  towns  which  the  railroad 
touches.    The  appointment  of  a  new  President  is 
an  interesting  event  to  the  rank  and  file.* 
Every  ambitious  boy  visualizes  the  day  when  he 
too  will  be  a  President  of  a  great  railroad. 

*  "Boston  Herald,"  Mar.  1,  1929. 
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The  newspapers  of  the  day  carry  stories 
relating  to  the  character,  the  personality, 
the  ability,  the  hard  struggle  that  was  put 
up  by  the  man  selected  to  become  President  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 

Every  student,  old  enough  to 
appreciate  such  an  event,  is  interested  in 
knowing  all  about  the  new  President ,  especially 
those  who  live  in  towns  or  cities  which  the  railroad 
touches.    This  article  gives  a  resume  of  the  life 
of  the  new  President;  gives  a  short  history  of  his 
life. 

The  skillful  teacher  will  use  this 
material  in  her  "Character"  class;  it  may  be 
used  under  the  heading  of  "Transportation"  as 
connected  with  the  study  of  "Government".  There 
are  various  headings  under  which  it  might  properly 
be  injected  into  the  regular  class  discussion. 

Secret  Service.    What  boy  has  not  read 
stories  about  the  Secret  Service  division  of  the 
United  States  Government?    Here  is  a  story,  relating* 
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in  detail,  the  manifold  duties  of  Richard  Jervis, 
head  of  the  Secret  Service  division  that  guards 
the  President  of  the  United  States.    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  these  guards  are  personally  responsible 
for  the  protection  of  the  President.     If  he  is  to 
cross  a  bridge  in  an  automobile,  an  inspection  of 
the  district  is  made  a  day  or  two  in  advance  to 
make  sure  that  a  bridge  over  which  the  Presidential 
auto  is  to  pass  is  in  good  condition. 

Before  the  President  accepts  his  Summer 
home,  it  must  first  be  approved  by  the  Secret  Service. 
Many  a  President  has  prayed  to  be  relieved  from  the 
haunting  Secret  Service  men  who  stand  out-side  his 
bed-room  door  while  he  sleeps;  who  keep  in  close 
contact  with  him  at  all  times.     The  law  says  that 
they  shall  guard  the  President  and  be  responsible 
for  his  safety.    Hence,  even  the  President  cannot 
dispense  with  this  Service. 

,  Now  this  is  a  very  interesting  story  to 
relate  to  school  children  of  an  age  to  appreciate 
and  understand.     It  may  not  be  possible  to  work 
this  newspaper  account  into  a  regular  History  or 
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Government  lesson,  but  it  at  least  can  be  used  to 
motivate  a  subject  or  subjects.     Pupils  will  be 
interested  in  knowing  that  the  Secret  Service  comes 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  Treasury- 
Department.     It  will  tend  to  open-up  enquiry,  to  create 
a  curiosity  that  will  certainly  lead  to  the  pupil 
obtaining  a  good  deal  of  information  relative  to  the 
duties  of  various  Governmental  departments.     It  makes 
a  very  interesting  starting  point  to  motivate  various 
subjects  having  to  do  with  "Civics,"  "Government", 
"History"  and  other  allied  subjects. 

Shipping.    Here  is  a  newspaper  account  of 
life  on  board  the  5.S.  "Leviathan".    The  teacher  will 
be  able  to  take  this  account  and  use  it  in  her  lesson 
upon  "History".    Most  children  are  interested  in  one 
of  the  greatest  steamships  of  the  world.  When  this 
great  vessel  comes  to  Boston,  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  people  are  anxious  to  visit  her.     One  of  the  great 
problems  of  the  day  is  how  to  make  Americans  more 
"ship  minded"  than  they  are  at  present.    Here  is  a 
good  way  to  start  to  train  children,  to  whet  their 
appetites  for  sea-lore.    The  newspaper  article  will 
tell  the  child  about  many  incidents  of  life  at  sea  * 

*  "Boston  Transcript" , Feb. 23, 1929, 
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in  which  the  child  will  be  very  much  interested. 
The  teacher  can  then  weave  into  the  story  facts  up- 
on European  history,  upon  Transportation.  She  can 
tell  about  how  much  freight  the  "Leviathan"  carries 
and  just  what  this  particular  freight  happens  to  be. 
Perhaps  a  factory  right  in  the  vicinity  of  the  school 
manufactures  some  article  that  is  at  times  carried 
by  the  "Leviathan"  to  Europe. 

With  a  little  stretch  of  the  imagination 
the  teacher  can  use  this  newspaper  article  to  motivate 
many  subjects  connected  with  that  of  Shipping. 

In  the  very  same  period  under  review  v?e 
have  another  newspaper  article  relating  to  the  fact 
that  the  S.S. "Leviathan"  is  coming  to  Boston  for 
repairs.*    Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  alert  teacher 
to  connect-up  a  number  of  subjects.     The  teacher  should 
give  the  class  some  idea  of  just  what  it  means  to  have 
a  great  ship  such  as  this  one,  come  to  Boston  to  have 
repairs  made.    How  much  money  it  leaves  in  the  city. 
The  large  number  of  men  who  are  put  to  work  upon  it. 
Painters,  mechanics,  steam-fitters,  decorators,  artists, 
and  various  other  classes  all  benefit. 

*  "Boston  Transcript",  Feb.  23,  1929. 
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Most  of  the  students  will  be  interested 
in  knowing  just  how  the  City  of  Boston  benefits 
from  the  great  ship  coming  here  for  repairs. 
It  will  be  telling  them  something  that  perhaps  they 
never  quite  understood. 

In  explaining  this  situation,  the  teacher 
opens  up  an  opportunity  to  explain  that  the  Port  of 
Boston  has  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  dry-docks 
on  the  Atlantic  coast;  that  no  New  York  dry-dock 
is  large  enough  to  take  the  "Leviathan" , and, therefore, 
the  great  ship  must  come  to  Boston  when  she  has  to  have 
a  propellor  changed  or  other  repairs  made. 

Tariff.    To  most  students  the  subject  of 
the  Tariff  is  more  or  less  of  a  dry  subject.  They  have 
heard  something  about  it  through  the  years,  but  they 
have  not  been  particularly  interested.     The  major 
political  parties  have  used  the  word  very  much  about 
election  time  every  four  years,  but  outside  of  this, 
the  average  student  has  not  got  a  very  good  idea  of 
just  what  all  the  controversy  is  about  pertaining 
to  this  question. 


(46.) 


Here  is  a  newspaper  article  discussing 
in  very  plain  words  the  arguments  for   and  against 
a  tariff  on  lumber.*    Every  student  has  some  idea 
of  just  what  lumber  is  and  with  this  as  a  starting 
point  the  teacher  can  present  both  sid  es  of  the 
controversy.     The  lumber  dealers  in  the  United 
States  are  desirous  of  having  protection  from 
those  who  produce  lumber  outside  the  United  States, 
who,  perhaps,  pay  only  a  few  cents  a  day  for  labor 
as  against  the  large  wage  that  lumber  dealers  in 
the  United  States  must  pay  for  labor. 

The  great  American  public  is  interested 
to  the  extent  of  not  having  their  lumber  bills 
increased.     If  the  lumber  bills  are  to  be  increased, 
then  every  home  owner,  every  tax-payer  will,  to  some 
degree,  suffer. 

The  subject  can  be  made  very  interesting 
in  this  way.      Then,  the  problem  wi  ich  Congress  must 
struggle  with  can  be  reviewed.    The  average  Legislator 
is  interested  in  protecting  the  American  lumber  dealers 
as  against  non-Ameridan  dealers,  but  he  is  also 

♦"Boston  Transcript",  Feb.  27,  1929. 
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interested  in  seeing  to  it  that  the  price  of 
lumber  in  the  United  States  is  not  increased. 
If  a  high  tariff  is  put  upon  lumber,  it  will 
most  likely  mean  that  foreign  lumber  concerns 
cannot  compete  with  native  concerns.  Hence, 
the  native  concerns  may  have  the  "run  of  the 
market"  and  juggle  the  price  around  to  suit 
themselves . 

This  is  just  the  condition  that 
every  tariff  expert  seeks  to  avoid.  Every 
American  legislator  is  interested  in  protecting 
the  American  merchant  but  he  is  not  interested 
in  protecting  him  to  the  extent  of  giving  him 
practically  a  monopoly  on  particular  lines  of 
business.    Where  the  "happy  medium"  is,  is  the 
problem  of  Congress  to  asccertain,  and  to  arrive 
at  a  just  and  honest  conclusion,  is  a  herculean 
task. 

If  the  pupil  will  get  interested  in 
a  subject  which  has  the  head-lines,  such  as  lumber 
has  at  present,  he  will  learn  more  about  the  tariff 
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and  the  various  issues  connected  with  this  subject, 
than  he  ever  knew  or  thought  existed.     It  will  tend 
to  open  up  for  him  an    entire  new  world  of  thought. 
He  will  extend  his  research,  his  readings,  his 
investigation,  not  only  to  the  subject  of  lumber 
but  will  not  be  content  until  he  has  delved  into 
the  commodities  that  have  been  the  major  bone  of 
contention,  insofar  as  the  tariff  is  concerned, 
between  the  major  political  parties,  for  many  years. 

This  subject  could  be  properly  treated 
under  the  heading  of  "History",  "Government", 
"Civics"  or  various  other  headings. 

In  the  news  at  this  particular  time  is 
an  item  having  to  do  with  the  Philippine  Islands 
sugar  situation.  As  previously  explained,  under 
another  sub-heading,  sugar  from  the  Philippines 
is  allowed  to  enter  the  United  States  free  of  all 
duty.*  The  question  is  now  raised  as  to  whether 
the  United  States  should  not  impose  some  sort  of 
a  duty  on  this  sugar. 


'Boston  Post",  Mar,  23,  1929. 

Page  14. 


(49.) 

Eminent  men  have  taken  a  positive  stand 
upon  the  question  of  placing  a  duty  on  Philippine 
sugar,  and  none  more  prominent  than  the  eminent 
Secretary  of  State,  Henry  M.  Stimson.    He  claims 
that  it  "would  be  a  crime"  to  do  this. 

Mr.  Stimson  has  just  returned  from  the 
Islands  where  he  successfully  served  as  Governor- 
General. 

Students  here  in  New  England  could  he 
given  to  understand  just  how  a  tariff  on 
Philippine  sugar  might  effect  the  people  of 
New  England.     The  very  fact  that  one  of  the 
most  eminent  of  Americans  has  seen  fit  to  make 
a  positive  statement  regarding  the  controversy 
should  lead  students  to  take  an  interest,  provided, 
a  skillful  teacher  shows  the  way. 

Sugar  is  a  commodity  that  enters  into 
the  life  of  every  American  and  it  is  something 
that  we  must  be  supplied  with  in  huge  quantities 
since  we  are  eating  more  sweets  and  candies  than 
all  the  world  combined.     Such  a  statement  as  this 
should  lead  the  inquisitive,  curious  student  to 
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delve  into  the  subject  with  a  good  deal  of 
zest  and  inspiration. 

Presidents  Cabinet.    Every  four 
years,  when  a  new  President  takes  office, 
or  a  President  is  re-elected,  the  newspapers 
of  the  country  give  considerable  space  to  the 
question  as  to  who  will  be  appointed  a  member 
of  the  President  *  s  Cabinet.    The  leading  men 
of  the  country  vie  with  one  another  to  obtain 
these  positions. 

Here  is  a  newspaper  article*  which 
gives  us  some  points  upon  the  life  of  Attorney- 
General  Mitchell.    Now  this  particular  appointment, 
made  by  President  Hoover,  holds  particular  interest 
for  students  of  Government,  since  the  President 
saw  fit  to  trample  rough-shod  over  a  very  old 
precedent  in  American  politics.    Mr,  Mitchell,  for 
many  years,  was  an  out -standing  Democrat  and  it 
is  not  the  usual  procedure  for  a  Republican 
President  to  give  the  spoils  of  office  to  a 
Demo crat . 

*  "Boston  Globe,"  Feb.  28,  1929. 
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With  this  interesting  point  as  a 
starting  point,  the  student  of  w Government yof 
"History"  will  be  in  a  position  to  go  still 
further  into  the  matter  of  Cabinet  appointments. 

The  skillful  teacher  can  guide  the 
investigation.     Can  point  out  that  the  President 
has  the  absolute  say  as  to  who  shall  be  in  his 
Cabinet.    That  he  selects  them  not  only  for 
personal  ability  but  also  takes  into  consideration 
the  particular  part  of  the  country  from  which  each 
Cabinet  member    comes.     It  would  not  do  to  have  too 
many  men  in  the  Presidents  Cabinet  hailing  from 
one  particular  section,  for  then,  the  various 
other  sections  would  be  a  little  suspicious  of 
favoritism  being  shown. 

I  know  of  nothing  more  interesting 
than  a  review  of  the  lives  of  members  of  the 
Presidents  Cabinet.    These  men  are  leaders  of 
proven  ability.     It  will  help  every  student 
if  a  thorough  survey  is  made  of  the  life  of  each 
Cabinet  member.     Find  out  just  what  qualities  made 
for  success.    How  it  happens  that  the  particular 
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official  under  discussion  or  study,  made  his 
mark  in  the  world.     I  am  sure  that  in  this 
material  the  competent  teacher  v/ill  find  much 
information  that  will  prove  of  value  in  the 
course  upon  "Character  Building,"  upon  "Civics", 
upon  "Government"  and  other  allied  subjects. 

The  teacher  should  comment  upon  the 
fact  that  President  Hoover  showed  great  liberality 
when  he  saw  fit  to  place  a  man  who  was  a  former 
Democrat  in  his  Cabinet.     The  teacher  should  point 
out  how  an  act  such  as  this  helps  to  break  down  the 
bitter,  antagonistic  feeling  which  has  existed  for 
many  years  between  the  major  political  parties. 
There  is  much  opportunity  here  for  the  teaching 
of  real,  honest-to-goodness  Americanism.* 

United  States  Army.     It  is  not  very 
often  that  the  United  States  Army  changes  the 
various  uniforms  worn  by  officers  and  enlisted  men 
but  when  this  is  done,  there  is  a  very  good  reason 
for  it.* 

*"Boston  Herald",  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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Just  about  every  boy  is  interested 
in  the  uniforms  of  soldiers.  Just  about  every 
student,  who  is  old  enough  to  understand,  will 
be  interested  to  know  why  it  is  that  our  old 
conservative  Uncle  Sam  saw  fit  to  change  the 
style  of  the  uniforms. 

Boys  attached  to  the  Students'  Army 
Reserve  Corps  will  be  particularly  anxious  to 
know  just  why  experts  made  the  change. 
Perhaps  it  would  allow  the  soldiers  to  march 
better;  perhaps  the  new  lines  will  give  a 
soldier  more  room  to  work  his  body.    There  are 
numerous  questions  involved. 

The  moment  the  skillful  teacher  opens 
up  such  a  question  as  this,  the  door  is  open  to 
motivate  a  number  of  various  subjects.  Perhaps 
a  question,  an  article  such  as  this,  will  create 
interest  in  pupils  who  never  before  have  evidenced 
interest  in  the  lesson  on  "History"  or  "Government". 
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CHAPTER  II.  (ASIATIC  HISTORY.) 

China.      Here  is  a  newspaper  article 
telling  us  about  present  day  difficulties  in 
China.*    Pupils  in  the  various  classes  in  "History" 
should  be  interested  in  this  news. 

The  teacher  should  explain  to 
the  class  that  modern  science  has  brought  China 
and  its  problems  very  close  to  the  United  States. 
While  China  is  very  old  as  a  nation,  it  is  of  only  of 
recent  years  that  the  United  States  of  America  has 
taken  an  interest.    Nothing  is  more  glorious  in 
American  history  than  the  story  of  how  Secretary  of 
the  United  States,  John  Hay,  insisted  upon  the  "Open- 
door"  policy  in  China  when  other  nations  of  the  world 
wanted  to  divide  China  up  among  themselves. 

With  this  ment  ion  of  China  in 
the  daily  news,  there  is  a  wealth  of  material  that 
can  be  motivated.  It  should  be  explained  to  the 
students  that  with  the  advent  of  radio  communication, 
wiieLess,  airplane  travel  and  other  modern  means  of 
transportation  and  communication,  the  Orient  is  brought 

*  "Boston  Herald,"  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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commensurately  nearer  the  United  States  and  one 
of  the  great  transitions  of  history  seems  about 
to  take  place.    The  United  States,  whose  people 
have  attained  the  highest  standard  of  living  ever 
attained  by  human  kind,  in  so  far  as  history  depicts, 
seems  about  to  teach  the  teeming  millions  of  people 
of  the  Orient,  and  of  the  world  for  that  matter, 
how  to  attain  new  standards  of  living,  how  to  lift 
themselves  up  from  the  depths,  hov/  to  do  something 
that  poor,  struggling  mankind  has  been  attempting 
to  do  for  thousands  of  years  and  apparently  has 
never  been  able  to  do. 

Today,  China,  is  of  interest  to  just 
about  every  American  student.     There  is  something 
very  interesting  to  the  average  student  in  the 
study  of  foreign  peoples.    For  some  reason  or 
other  the  average  American  takes  a  peculiar 
interest  in  the  Chinaman.     Just  why  this  is,  is 
a  problem  for  the  psychologist  to  solve.  However, 
here  is  a  piece  of  news  dealing  with  the  troubles 
of  present  day  China.     It  can  be  used  by  the  teacher 
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to  start  the  pupils  off  on  a  new  field  of 

study.     Or,  if  the  students  have  already 

completed  considerable  work  in  the  field 

of  Asiatic  History,  this  supplemental 

material  will  tend  to  give  the  said  work 

a  new  view-point,  an  added  vigor  and  zest. 

It  is  present  day,  current  news  from  the 

Orient.     It  is  received  in  the  United  States 

upon  the  very  day  that  it  is  sent  from  China. 

It  is  sent  out  by  the  Associated  Press  Association 

an  authentic  American  company  which  employs 

no  one  but  experts  to  handle  their  various 

lines  of  work.      This  piece  of  news  is  one 

which  should  prove  of  interest  to  all  classes 

in"History. " 

Japan.      Our  history  books  give  us 
a  few  cold  facts  about  Japan  but  few  of  them 
go  very  far  into  the  matter  of  telling  us  about 
the  way  the  average  Japanese  lives.    Here  is  a 
daily  news  item*  which  claims  that  the  entire 
Japanese  nation  could  live  on  the  food  that  the 

*  "Boston  Globe,"  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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United  States  throws  away.     This  is  an 
astounding  statement.     It  shows  that  either 
our  standards  of  living  are  so  much  higher 
than  are  those  of  Japan  or  that  we  are  a  very 
wasteful  nation.     Of  course,  a  certain  amount 
of  waste  always  goes  with  what  is  known  as 
progress  regardless  of  what  the  particular 
line  involved  is. 

The  alert  student  will  be  anxious 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  average  Jap 
can  get  along  on  less  food  than  can  the  average 
American.    He  will  he  anxious  to  find  out  just 
why  it  is  that  the  average  Jap  can  get  along  on 
so  little  food,  such  a  simple  diet  of  rice,  when 
the  average  American  requires  many  different 
kinds  of  food  and  the  best  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 

A  newspaper  article  such  as  this  should 
be  the  means  of  creating  a  tremendous  interest 
in  a  class  in  "History". 

The  same  explanation,  regarding  the  Japs, 
should  be  made  to  the  class  as  was  made  to  the  students 
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in  the  class  on  "China".    The  teacher  should  explain 
that  modern  means  of  communication  and  transportation 
is  bringing  the  Japanese  people  nearer  and  nearer  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  competent  teacher  will  point  out 
what  appears  to  he  the  fundamental  difference  between 
the  average  Chinaman  and  the  average  Japanese.  Most 
pupils  find  such  information  as  this  very  interesting. 

The  big  point  is  to  arouse  the  interest 
of  the  student  so  that  he  will  go  to  the  library  and 
gain  more  information  relative  to  Japan  and  China. 
In  doing  this,  he  is  finding  out  how  to  ottain  information 
upon  a  subject  and  this  is  something  that  will  stay  with 
the  student  all  through  life. 

I  suppose  that  one  of  the  great  objectives, 
the  one  thing  that  every  competent  teacher  would  like 
to  attain  is,  to  send  the  student  out  with  a  real,  live 
ambitious  love  for  knowing  more  about  the  world  and  the 
people  in  it,  than  he  now  has.     If  this  objective  can 
be  attained,,  then  one  of  the  greatest  fundamentals  of 
an  educated  student  will  have  been  accomplished. 
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Turkey.     The  average  student  has 
a  vague  idea  about  the  land  of  the  Turk.  Here 
is  a  news  despatch  telling  us  about  what  Mrs. 
Lindberg,,  the  mother  of  the  famous  flyer,  Colonel 
Chas.  Lindberg,  has  to  say  about  the  Turks,  after 
teaching  school  in  this  land  for  a  year.* 

The  student  of"Historyn  will  be  much 
interested  to  know  that  Mrs.  Lindberg,  a  woman 
who  could  have  had  all  the  glories  that  the  United 
States  has  to  offer,  saw  fit  to  go  away  to  teach 
in  this  foreign  land  . 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  average 
student,  who  is  extremely  interested  in  her  famous 
son,  to  know  why  it  is  that  Mrs,  Lindberg  saw  fit 
to  teach   in  Turkey.     Why  did  she  not  select  China? 
Japan? 

For  many  years  we  have  looked  upon  the  Turk 
as  a  terrible  creature.    Students  have  been  led  to 
believe  that  he  should  be  driven  out  of  Europe  and 
kept  out. 

*MBoston  Globe"  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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What  the  mother  of  "Lindy"  has  to  say- 
about  Turkey  and  the  Turk  can  be  relied  upon 
as  being  both  authentic  and  of  interest.  Here 
is  an  opportunity  to  motivate  the  entire  subject 
of  "Asiatic  History".    From  this  star ting-off 
point  we  can  lead  into  various  phases  of "Asiatic 
History"  that  previously  have  proven  to  be  rather 
dry.     The  name  "Lindberg"  is  a  magic  name  in 
America  and  if  this  name  will  not  start  a  thread 
of  interest  in  the  lethargic  student,  then  I  do 
not  know  what  will. 

The  competent  teacher  will  not  lose 
this  opportunity  to  eap  lain  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  Turkey.  She  will  take  this 
chance  to  explain  the  opposition  that  has  forced 
Turkey  out  of  Europe,  or  most  of  it.    She  will 
show  the  student  how  to  dig  out  the  history  of 
the  Turk  in  Europe  and  why  it  is  that  this 
nation  is  looked  upon  with  a  certain  amount  of 
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fear  and  trepidation  by  many  nations  of  the  world. 

The  significance  of  the  visit  of  Mrs. 
Lindberg,-her  magnanimity  in  agreeing  to  teach 
school  in  Turkey  for  a  year,  can  all  be  commented 
upon  by  the  clever  teacher. 
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CHAPTER  III,     EUROPEAN  HISTORY. 

Baltic.      For  the  first  time  in 
many  years,  so  the  newspapers  report*,  the 
Baltic  Sea  is  frozen  over  so  that  automobiles, 
horses  and  sleighs  and  various  other  modes  of 
transportation  have  been  using  the  ice  roads 
of  the  Baltic  as  a  medium  of  travel. 

The  average  student  is 
interested  in  ice;  he  likes  to  skate;  he 
likes  to  hear  about  the  good  times  that  the 
boys  and  girls  in  other  lands  are  having 
when  a  great  sea  is  frozen  over.    Hence,  we 
have  a  good  attention-holder  here. 

But,  aside  from  these 
facts,  a  serious  economic  question  is  involved. 
Many  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Baltic 
depend  upon  ocean  transportation  for  carrying 
merchandise  to  and  from  their  lands.    When  this 
transportation  system  is  interfered  with  due  to 
an  Act  of  God,  it  makes  economic  conditions,  for 

*  "Boston  Herald",  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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a  time  at  least,  quite  unsettled. 

The  student  of  "European  History" 
should  "be  interested  in  understanding  this 
particular  feature.    He  will  go  to  a  map  and 
visualize  again  the  Baltic  Sea  and  make  a  mental 
note  of  the  countries  involved  when  this  Sea  freezes 
over.      This  matter  of  ice,  is  one  that  will  at  least 
obtain  the  attention  of  students  who  might  otherwise 
never  become  interested. 

British  Dominions.    The  "Boston  Globe" 
during  the  period  under  survey,  has  been  running 
an  excellently  edited  group  of  articles  telling 
us  about  the  lives  of  the  various  Prime  Ministers 
of  the  British  Dominions.     I  fenow  of  nothing 
better,  to  inspire  interest  in  students,  than  to 
have  them  read  about  the  trials  and  struggles  of 
successful  world  leaders.    Here  is  up-to-the- 
minute  news,  telling  us  about  the  Prime  Minister  of 
New  Zealand,  of  Canada,  of  Australia.  Not  men  who 
were  Prime  Ministers  in  days  gone  by  but  men  who 

*  "Boston  Globe",  Feb.  28,  1929  to 
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today  are  the  leading  figures  in  their  countries. 

Any  study  of  world  history  should  begin 
with  a  few  facts  upon  the  lives  of  the  present  day 
leaders.    These  are  facts  which  will  interest  the 
ordinary  student,  where  perhaps  historical  facts 
will  fail  to  do  so. 

In  this  series  of  writings,  the  student 
will  surely  find  one  Prime  Minister  who  will  strike 
his  fancy  and  just  the  moment  this  point  is  arrived 
at,  the  objective  has  been  obtained,  for  the  student, 
without  any  urging,  will  go  to  the  library  to  find 
out  more  facts  about  the  man  or  men  that  he  admires. 

In  this  way,  more  knowledge  than  ever  is 
gained  about  world  history. 

Facts  upon  the  lives  of  these  men  may 
even  be  brought  into  a  discussion  of  the  powers 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
difference  between  his  powers  and  those  of  the 
ordinary  Prime  Minister  always  proves  to  be  an 
interesting  discussion.    Then  again,  few  students 
realize  that  we  have  such  an  eminent  Prime  Minister 
so  close  to  us,  right  here  in  Canada,  the  Honorable 
Mackenzie  King,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University, 
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a  comparatively  young  nan  who  spent  many  years 
working  in  the  United  States. 

The  average  American  student  will 
like  to  obtain  this  information  but  he  must  be 
given  these  accounts  in  order  to  develope  enough 
interest  to  have  him  go  further — to  motivate  the 
subject  properly. 

Diplomacy.    Here  is  a  subject  which 
many  students  consider  too  complex,  too  intricate 
to  do  much  with,  but,  here  is  an  opportunit3r  to 
gain  an  insight  into  the  subject.     The  press  of 
the  day  carries  a  report  that  the  British 
Ambassador  at  Y/ashington,  Sir  Esme  Howard,  the 
Dean  of  the  Washington  Diplomatic  Corps,  makes  - 
an  extraordinary  speech  on  Washington' s  birth-day.* 
This  speech  should  be  analyzed  by  the  skillful 
teacher  and  the  members  of  the  class  shown  just 
how  these  high  diplomats  phrase  their  meanings, 
how  they  seek  to  get  their  point  over  without 
stirring  up  too  much  trouble,  and  the  various 
other  points  involved  in  the  making  of  a  good 

*"Boston  Herald,"  Feb.  23,  1929. 
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speech  of  an  international  character. 

In  this  particular  instance,  the  teacher 
would  attempt  to  show  just  how  the  speech  would 
tend  to  cement  the  friendship  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.    Any  of  the  classes  in 
"European"  or  "World  History"  could  handle  this 
subject.    Perhaps  a  few  facts  upon  the  life  of 
Sir  Esme  Howard  would  greatly  enhance  the  value 
of  the  press  material.     The  teacher  could  easily 
and  quickly  obtain  these  from  the  volume  on 
"Who*s  Who" — which  is  obtainable  at  just  about 
every  library. 

Finance.      This  newspaper  article  deals 
with  the  British  Banking  System.  It  seeks  to  explain 
how  five  great  British  banks  just  about  control 
the  money  resources  of  the  Empire.*  It  will  be  of 
interest  to  the  student  of  "Government"  to  under- 
stand the  financial  methods  of  the  British  Empire. 
At  the  present  time,  the  United  States  is  tending 
to  merge  its  various  banks  into  large  units  and 
there  is  considerable  objection. 

*  "Boston  Globe",  Mar.  2,  1929. 
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Politics.     Hon.  Lloyd  George  of  England 
oomes  forward  in  the  news*and  explains  that  he 
has  a  plan  for  wiping  out  unemployment  in 
Britain.  Well,  we  may  not  believe  in  the  efficacy 
of  his  ideas,  but,  nevertheless,  any  plan  for 
the  elimination  of  unemployment,  a  vital  question 
in  the  world  today,  is  one  that  should  be  looked 
into.        Our  country  is  suffering  from  unemployment. 
President  Hoover  in  one  of  his  few  addresses  since 
he  took  the  Presidency,  laid  stress  upon  this 
vital  issue. 

The  student  of  "Government" 
should  be  interested  enough  to  want  to  find  out 
just  how  Lloyd  George  proposes  to  handle  this 
great  question.    His  plan  is  to  engage  in  public 
works  only  during  the  dull  seasons.    As  to  how 
this  is  to  settle  the  problem  is  more  or  less  of 
an  enigma  to  the  experts.    However,  Mr.  George,  on 
more  than  one  occasion  has  shocked  the  world  with 
his  audacity  and  with  his  practicality. 

*  "Boston  Herald",  Mar.  2,  1929. 
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Royalty.    We,  here  in  America,  often 
make  the  statement  that  we  are  not  interested 
in  Royalty,  but  this  does  not  seem  to  be  the 
case  when  we  are  put  to  the  test.    Let  the 
Prince  of  Y/ales  come  to  Boston  and  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people  jam  the  streets  just 
to  get  a  look  at  him. 

Now,  the  news  of  the  day*,  carries 
an  item  which  explains  that  Queen  Mary  of 
Great  Britain  visited  the  British  Industries 
Exposition. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  class 
to  know  that  members  of  the  British  Royal 
family,  each  year,  visit   a  certain  number  of 
fairs,  exhibitions,  hospitals  etc.    They  do 
this  in  order  to  gain  the  support  of  the 
country  for  various  enterprises.    When  the 
people  understand  that  the  Royal  family  is 
interested  in  a  certain  hospital,  in  a 
certain  trade,  then  it  seems  to  give  that 
particular  hospital,  that  particular  trade 
just  a  little  more  standing.     The  people 

*  "Boston  Herald",  Mar.  1,  1929. 
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have  great  faith  and  confidence  in  the 
Royal  family.     In  this  connection,  the 
clever  teacher  can  explain  just  why  it  is 
that  the  Prince  of  ".Vales  visits  so  many 
lands.    How  the  Prince,  and  other  members 
of  the  Royal  family  have  to  he  careful  as 
to  just  what  kind  of  clothes  they  wear,  for 
the  moment  the  Prince  of  Wales  places  a 
particular  kind  of  hat  or  cap  on  his  head, 
thousands  of  people  through-out  the  world 
immediately  copy  it. 

In  opening  up  this  interesting 
subject,  the  teacher  is  really  creating  an 
interest  in  "British  and  European  History" 
for  it  is  through  incidents  such  as  this 
that  oftentimes  life-long  interests  are 
developed. 

Facts  on  the  lives  of  the  members 
of  the  British  Royal  family  are  always  of 
interest  to  the  ordinary  pupils  in  the  school 
of  the  United  States. 
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Unemployment .  Here  is  an  article  in 
the  news  having  to  do  with  British  unemployment.* 
It  reports  that  British  miners,  who  have  been 
out  on  strike  for  sometime  have  organized  huge 
parades,  made  up  of  strikers. 

The  average  student 
has  seen  strikers  parade  in  the  United  States 
or  have  read  ah out  such  events  and  the  student  will 
be  interested  in  learning  about  the  methods  employed 
by  the  British  miners. 

The  teacher  will  have  an 
opportunity  here  to  bring  out  the  point  that  not 
only  the  miners  in  the  United  States  but  the  miners 
all  over  the  world  are  having  difficulty.    She  can 
point  out  that  the  demand  for  coal  has  considerably 
lessened  since  the  World  War  and  that  this  fundamental 
cause  has  been  a  vital  factor  in  the  bringing  on  of 
trouble  in  the  coal  areas. 

It  should  be  explained  to  the 
students  just  what  the  miners  hope  to  gain  by  holding 
huge  parades.    How  they  seek  to  influence  the  public 
in  their  favor. 

*  "Boston  Globe",  Feb.  23,  1929. 
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Westminister  Abbey.    The  very  name  of 
this  admirable,  aged  institution  is  one  that  brings 
a  draft  of  interest  to  the  average  student. 
The  daily  press  brings  a  report  that  no  more  of  the 
honored  dead  of  England  will  be  buried  in  this  famous 
santuary  because  there  is  no  more  room.* 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  teacher  to 
motivate  the  subject  of  "English  History".     The  history 
of  Westminister  Abbey  is  practically   synonymous  with 
the  history  of  Britain,  over  a  long  span  of  years. 

For  centuries  it  has  been  the  dream  of 
most  great  men  of  Britain,  to  have  the  honor  and 
distinct  privilege  of  being  accorded  a  burial  spot 
within  the  sacred  cloisters  of  this  great  edifice. 
The  teacher,  in  explaining  these  facts  will  be  in 
a  position  to  start  the  pupils  off  on  a  research 
expedition.    Allow  the  students  to  bring  in  lists 
of  those  who  have  been  buried  in  Westminister  Abbey 
during  certain  periods  with  facts  about  the  lives 
of  the  famous  persons  under  consideration. 

*, "Boston  Globe,"  Feb.   S3,  1929. 
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It  would  be  very  appropriate  to  have 
certain  students  look  up  the  history  of  the  famous 
Abbey  itself  and  tell  the  class  why  it  is  that  this 
great  building  is  perhaps  the  most  famous  edifice 
now  standing  in  the  world. 

Another  group  could  seek  to  tell  the  class 
just  why  it  is  that  the  Westminister  ii-bbey  is  so 
sacred  in  the  eyes  of  the  British  public. 

In  discussing  the  history  and  other  events 
concerned  with  the  various  periods  through  which  this 
great  building  has  passed,  the  students  will  gain  a 
knov. ledge  that  would  otherwise  be  lost. 

Germany .    Here  is  a  ne?/spaper  article  which 
tells  us  of  how  Germany  is  recovering  very  quickly 
from  the  effects  of  the  great  World  War.*    The  teacher 
should  be  able  to  take  this  piece  and  work  it  into 
the  regular  lesson  on  "European  History". 

Most  children  are  interested  in  Germany. 
They  learned  quite  a  good  deal  about  it  since  they 
have  been  listening  to  their  parents  talk  about  this 

*  "Boston  Post",  Mar.  1,  1929. 
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land  for  many  years.     Then,  on  each  Decoration 
Day, the  pupils  turn  out  to  observe  the  soldiers 
of  the  World  T.7ar  as  they  march  to  honor  their 
fallen  comrades. 

The  matter  of  discussing  the 
economic  condition  of  Germany  in  the  class  room 
is  one  that  will  tend  to  create  interest  on  the 
part  of  most  of  the  students. 

They  will  be  interested  to  find  out 
just  why  it  is  that  Germany  is  coming  back  so 
quickly.     The  aggressive  nature  of  the  German 
people  can  be  exp lain ed , and,  the  skillful  teacher 
can  explain  that  this  aggressiveness  almost  defeated 
the  Allied  nations  in  the  World  War. 

A  good  plan  would  be  to  explain  to  the 
pupils  the  manner  in  which  the  German  children  live. 
What  time  they  go  to  school.    How  long  they  remain 
in  school.     Children  are  always  interested  in  what 
the  students  in  other  lands  are  doing,  and,  at  this 
time,  particularly,  in  what  the  German  students  are 
doing. 
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Another  newspaper  article  appears 
during  the  period  under  survey  in  which  a  good 
deal  of  data  is  presented  having  to  do  with  the 
reasons  why  the  German  "efficiency  system"  failed 
to  work  in ' Poland  -  and  Alsace.* 

Here  is  newspaper  information  of  a  real 
educative  value.    No  matter  what  period  of  "European 
History"  the  students  are  studying,  information  such 
as  this  can  be  introduced  in  order  to  spruce  up,  add 
a  little  life,  to  the  reading  matter. 

The  class  should  be  asked  to  read  this 
newspaper  article, and  further,  to  go  to  the  library 
and  obtain  additional  information  in  order  to  bring 
it  back  and  give  it  to  the  class  as  a  whole. 

We  have  all  been  taught  to  believe  that 
the  German  people  hardly  failed  at  whatever  task 
they  assumed,  especially  in  peace  time. 

Here  is  information  which  shows  us  that 
sometimes  the  Germans  fail  and  this  article  attempts 

*  "Boston  Post,"  Mar.  2 ,  1929. 
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to  tell  us  why.    The  teacher  can  explain  to 
the  pupils  that  there  is  a  terrible  feeling 
of  hostility  to  the  Germans  in  Poland  and  in 
Alsace.    She  c  an  point  out  that  where  there 
is  no  cooperation  on  the  part  of  all  parties 
concerned  in  a  transaction,  then  there  can 
he  no  success.     In  other  words,  a  teacher 
cannot  he  successful  unless  every  pupil  in 
the  class  does  his  or  her  part  to  make  the 
class  a  success,  and  it  will  make  no  matter 
how  brilliant  the  teacher  may  be  or  hov/  smart 
certain  students  may  be.     The  entire  class  must 
work  together  in  order  to  reach  the  highest 
results. 

What  better  illustration  is  there 
of  this  axiom  than  the  manner  in  which  the 
Germans,  efficient  to  thie  highest  degree, 
failed  in  Poland  and  in  Alsace. 

Unless  there  is  a  feeling  of  good-will, 
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of  respect.    Unless  there  is  a  willingness 
to  work  together,  then  all  the  ability,  all 
the  efficiency,  all  the  latest  methods,  go 
for  naught  and  this  case  of  German  efficiency 
in  Poland  and  Alsace,  failing,  eloquently  proves 
the  truth  of  the  axiom. 

Shipping.    Another  news  clipping  in 
the  week  under  consideration  tells  us  of  the 
great  advance  that  Germany  is  making  in  the 
matter  of  developing  "motor  ships".    This  type 
of  ship  is  considered,  by  many,  to  be  the  most 
up-to-date  ship  on  the  waters  of  the  world.  * 

The  Germans,  noted  for  their  efficiency, 
have  been  developing  this  particular  type  to 
the  fullest  degree , and , are  really,  in  ways, 
staking  their   maritime  future  upon  it. 

If  the  Germans  are  successful  in 
proving  to  the  world  that  this  type  of  ship 
is  the  best  fitted  for  the  trade  of  the  world, 
then  we  can  expect  to  see  the  German  shipyards 

*  "Boston  Globe,"  Feb.  25,  1929. 

Page  5. 


(77.) 


working  to  full  capacity  and  the  German  flag 
predominant  upon  the  seas  of  the  world. 

This  means  that  Germany  will  very 
shortly  come  into  her  own  and  assume  the 
commanding  position  that  she  had  previous 
to  the  great  World  War. 

In  discussing  a  subject  such  as  this 
with  a  class,  numerous  allied  subjects  can  be 
motivated.     The  reasons  why  Germany,  apparently 
a  loser  in  the  World  War,  should  be  progressing 
so  fast  while  the  winners,  the  allied  countries, 
are  progressing  very  slowly,  should  be  discussed 
fully. 

One  element  that  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of  is  the  fact  that  the  great  nations  of 
the  world  have  at  last  come  to  understand  that 
when  a  great  war  devastates  the  world,  there  are 
no  winners.    The  nations  that  win  a  victory  on 
land  or  on  sea,  are  the  very  nations  that  may 
lose  that  victory,  due  to  economic  conditions, 
after  the  peace  is  signed. 
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Norway  and  Sweden.    The  average 
student  is  not  interested  very  much  in 
these  lands  unless  their  parents  or  grand- 
parents happen  to  have  come  from  these 
sections  of  the  world.    Therefore,  the 
skilled  teacher  should  take  every  opportunity 
to  have  the  attention  of  the  student  focussed 
upon  these  countries  for  there  are  some  very 
interesting  stories  connected  with  their 
histories  which  can  be  used  to  properly  motivate 
the  various  historical  subjects  that  a  class 
may  be  studying. 

Here  we  have  a  newspaper  article* 
dealing  with  the  reasons  why  Norway  and  Sweden 
happened  to  separate.    Many  pupils  will  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  these  two  nations  were 
formerly  one.    A  newspaper  article  such  as  the 
one  under  examination  should  prove  to  be  a 
motivating  point  that  will  motivate  a  series 
of  studies  that  will  give  the  students  a  first- 

*  "Boston  Traveler",  Feb.  23,  1929. 

Page  28. 


(79.) 


class  knowledge  of  these  northern  lands. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  c]&ss 
to  point  out  on  the  map  of  Europe  just  where 
Norway  and  Sweden  are  located  and  then  to 
explain  the  great  fear  which  existed  for  so 
many  years  in  these  comparatively  small  countries, 
that  some  day  the  great  giant,  Russia,  would 
crush  them. 

There  are  Swedish  communities  located 
in  most  of  our  States.     Then  there  are  Norwegian 
sections  in  many  more.    For  the  teacher  to  tell 
the  class  about  these  people,  how  they  were 
brought  up  in  a  climate,  in  lands  where  one  must 
work  very  hard  to  obtain  a  living  from  the  soil, 
will  prove  of  interest  to  the  students. 

I  always  believe  in  citing  anecdotal 
information  of  a  "live"  nature.    To  the  average 
person  in  the  United  States,  that  is,  the  person 
who  is  well  read,  when  the  name  of  Sweden  is 
mentioned,  there  instinctively  comes  to  mind 
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the  name  of  the  great  Swedish  "Nightingale",  Jenny 
Lind.    The  class  should  be  informed  of  this  great 
woman.    How  her  loveliness  and  the  charm  of  her  great 
lyric  soprano  voice  charmed  the  hearts  of  the  American 
people  in  the  1850* s. 

A  resume  of  the  career  of  Jenny  Lind  should 
be  given  to  the  class.  Various  sections  of  the  class 
should  be  asked  to  look  up  in  the  library  facts  upon 
the  life  of  Jenny  Lind.    How  she  was  educated  as  a 
child.    How  she  was  brought  up.    The  simple  manner 
of  life  that  characterized  all  her  activities. 

In  many  ways,  she  is  an  integral  part  of 
American  history,  for  she  is  one  of  the  first  great 
artists  to  come  to  this  country  and  sing  to  our 
people  at  a  time  when  we  were  just  getting  over  the 
rough  stages  of  farm  life  and  western  adventure. 
Jenny  Lind  brought  us  musical  culture  and  wove  into 
the  soul  of  America  tunes  that  brought  a  different 
outlook,  a  different  feeling,  a  more  magnanimous 
effect... all  through  the  beneficent    charm  of  golden 
music  sung  by  one  of  God's  gifted  creatures. 
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With  the  introduction  of  such  material, 
I  am  sure  that  the  history  of  Sweden  and  of  the 
adjoining  land,  Norway,  can  be  made  of  such 
interest  that  the  students  will  eagerly  pursue 
the  trend  of  knowledge  that  will  give  them  a 
comprehensive  idea  of  the  history  of  these  lands. 

The  history  of  Sweden  and  Norway  will 
open  up  a  new  avenue  of  knowledge  to  many 
students.    Too  often, in  our  public  schools, the 
events  in  the  history  of  these  two  nations  are 
glossed  over  with  a  rapidity  that  leave  but 
little  residue. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  to  impress 
upon  the  class  important  events  having  to  do 
with  Sweden  and  Norway;  events  that  will  make 
their  own  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  class, 
and  ones  that  will  not  easily  be  forgotten. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

History.  South  America.    The  great  lands 
to  the  South  of  us  have  "been  increasingly  holding 
our  interest  from  year  to  year.    The  United  States 
has  come  to  understand  that  we  must  make  friends 
of  the  South  American  countries.    Year  after  year 
we  are  buying  and  selling  more  and  more  with  these 
lands.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  prosperity  of  the 
United  States  depends  upon  our  selling  so  many 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  our  products  to  these 
countries  each  year. 

The  importance  which  the  experts  of  the 
United  States  attach  to  the  friendship  of  the  Latin 
and  South  American  countries  may  be  gained  from 
reviewing  the  appointment  of  that  outstanding 
American,  Dwight  Morrow,  to  be  the  United  States 
Ambassador  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Morrow,  a  giant  of  American  business, 
answering  the  call  of  his  country  as  the  soldier  boy 
did  in  1917,  cancelled  his  business  obligations  and 
went  to  Mexico.    Since  going  there,  he  has  produced 
most  splendid  results. 
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The  feeling  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  has  never  been  better  than  it  is  today. 
In  order  to  make  the  cement  of  friendship  just  a 
little  bit  stronger,  the  United  States  Government 
saw  fit  to  send  our  beloved  "Lindy"  to  Mexico. 
For  President  Coolidge  tried  very  hard  to  win 
the  friendship  of  that  nations  to  the  South  of  us. 

Teachers  should  be  alert  to  select  from 
the  news  of  the  day  information  upon  this  important 
subject  which  is  changing  day  to  day  as  our  experts 
and  the  experts  of  the  South  American  lands  get 
closer  together. 

In  connection  with  this  study,  the  news 
of  the  day  during  the  period  under  survey  carries 
a  story  regarding  a  committee  which  has  been  sent 
from  South  America,  from  Argentina,  to  study  the 
school  system  of  the  United  States. 

The  teacher  should  explain  to  the  class 
that  the  school  system  of  this  country  is  considered 
by  the  Governments  of  the  world  to  be  one  of  the  best, 
if  not  the  best  in  existence. 
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When  Argentina  sends  a  group  of 
experts  to  study  our  school  system  it  is 
quite  an  honor.     It  shows  that  our  Latin 
neighbors  think  well  of  some  of  the  institutions 
we  possess.     It  opens  up  an  avenue  of  friendship 
that  may  be  expanded  indefinitely  for  there  is 
no  Y/ay  of  reaching  the  hearts  of  a  people  quicker 
than  through  the  medium  of  education. 

Needless  to  explain  that  our  educators 
will  see  to  it  that  this  group  of  visitors  is 
shown  every  courtesy  in  their  tour  about  the 
United  States. 

It  will  be  the  desire  of  all  good 
Americans  to  send  this  committee  back  to 
Argentina  singing  the  praises  of  America 
and  her  institutions. 

The  alert  teacher  will  use  an  item 
of  the  news,  such  as  this  one,  to  motivate 
the  subject  of  "South  American  History".  Such 
items  as  this  one  tend  to  create  interest  among 
the  pupils,  and  add  a  little  zest  and  enthusiasm 
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to  their  study  of  "Argentina".* 

The  teacher  should  he  in  a  position 
to  explain  just  how  the  school  system  of  Argentina 
is  operated.    How  many  children  go  to  the  public 
schools  of  that  country  and  how  long  a  period  they 
go  for.    What  particular  subjects  the  children 
study  and  something  about  the  out-door  life  of  the 
pupils. 

In  explaining  these  details, the  teacher 
will  be  unconsciously    giving  the  children  a 
knowledge  of  South  America  that  they  would  not 
otherwise  obtain. 

I  am  a  great  believer  in  using  to 
the  utmost,  chances  such  as  this  one,  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  pupils,  an  up-tQ-the -minute 
piece  of  news  that  will  tend  to  make  a  subject 
of  more  interest,  to  give  it  life. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

State  Government,    The  daily  press 
contains,  as  a  rule,  much  that  ig  of  interest 
in  the  motivating  of  this  subject.  For  instance, 
here  we  have  a  report*  which  gives  information 
relative  to  the  amount  of  money  that  was  spent 
on  the  national  election  held  in  Massachusetts 
in  1928.     It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  average 
student  to  know  that  the  Government  spends  a 
large  sum  of  money  in  order  to  properly  handle 
the  machinery  of  voting.     It  will  prove  more 
interesting  to  the  students  when  they  understand 
that  the  period  they  are  studying  is  one  of 
recent  date;  one  that  most  of  them  can  remember 
back  to,  namely,  the  memorable  Hoover-Smith  contest 
of  1928. 

Another  medium  of  motivating  this 
subject,  creating  more  interest,  is  to  take  from 
the  daily  press  comment  upon  the  lives  of  some  of 

"*BostonHeraldM,  Feb.  28,  1929, 
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the  leading  legislators  of  the  State  or  district. 
In  the  news  under  survey  we  have  an  excellent 
report  on  one  of  the  leading  legislators  of 
Massachusetts,  namely,  Henry  L.  Shattuck. 

Mr.  Shattuck  is  looked  upon  by 
the  members  of  all  parties  as  being  a  man  of 
the  utmost  integrity  and  keen  sagacity. 
Perhaps  no  man  in  the  present  day  history  of 
Massachusetts  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of 
the  people  as  a  wise  legislator. 

Then  why  is  it  not  a  good  idea  for 
the  thrifty  teacher  of 'State  Government"  to 
bring  in  the  newspaper  clipping  which  gives  us 
a  close-up  of  Mr.  Shattuck  and  read  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  class,  together  with  her  own 
comment  and  observations?* 

Such  a  procedure,  having  to  do  with 
a  prominent  public  man  whose  name  is  continually 
in  the  news  of  the  day,  would  tend  to  create  greater 

*  "Boston  Herald,"  Feb.  27,  1929. 
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interest  in  the  subject. 

Another  item  of  the  news  of  the  day 
which  might  profitably  be  reported  upon  by 
the  class  is  the  matter  of  a  controversy 
between  Governor  Allen  of  Massachusetts  and 
Governor  Roosevelt  of  New  York.* 

Governor  Allen  demanded  the  extradition 
of  certain  indicted  persons  from  the  State  of 
New  York  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
Governor  Roosevelt  refused  to  extradite  the 
persons  wanted  claiming  that  they  were  wanted 
in  connection  with  strike-breaking  activities 
connected  with  the  New  Bedford  strike;  that  a 
charge  of  conspiracy  had  been  placed  against 
them  when  all  they  had  done  was  to  march  in 
a  parade;  that  the  men  in  question  remained  with- 
in the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  long  enough 
for  the  authorities  to  have  arrested  them,  if  they 
so  saw  fit,  and,  therefore,  the  extradition  papers 
would  not  be  honored. 

*  "Boston  Globe,"  Mar.  2,  1929. 
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It  is  a  very  unusual  thing  for  the 
Governor  of  the  great  State  of  New  York  to 
refuse  to  recognize  extradition  papers  from 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Governor  Alleni  took  strong  objection 
to  this  refusal,  claiming  that  Governor  Roosevelt 
had  no  right  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
that  the  Governor  was  going  beyond  his  prerogatives 
and  cited  the  law  to  prove  his  contention. 

However,  Governor  Roosevelt  stood  by 
his  guns,  claiming  that  what  he  did  was  wholly 
within  the  law  of  the  land. 

Here  is  a  most  unusual  situation. 
Any  class  of  students  will  be  interested  in 
learning  the  facts  in  connection  with  this 
case.     In  learning  these  facts  they  will  be 
learning  real  law  regarding  the  rights  of 
various  States  to  extradite  persons  from  one 
to  the  other  and  gaining  knowledge  of  State 
government  that  they  otherwise  would  not  obtain. 
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Another  item  of  the  news  deals  with  the 
new  duties  which  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Police  have  assumed,  namely,  to  observe 
the  streams  of  the  Commonwealth  with  a  view  to 
fore-warning  inhabitants  of  certain  sections  to 
be  prepared  for  floods.* 

Many  students  are  unaware  of  the  fact 
that  the  Common- veal th  of  Massachusetts  has  an 
excellent  State  Constabulary  which  operates 
throughout  the  State.     These  men  are  a  well 
drilled  and  neatly  uniformed  corps. 

The  average  student  is  interested  in 
policemen,  in  learning  something  about  police 
duties.     The  efficient  teacher  will  use  material 
such  as  this  to  motivate  further  interest  in 
State  Government.    There  are  many  avenues  of 
approach  to  this  most  interesting  of  subjects 
and  this,  I  believe,  is  one  of  them. 


*  "Boston  Post,"  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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Another  item  of  interest  in  one 
having  to  do  with  the  fact  that  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  has  decided  to  abolish  the  auto 
tax  on  visitors.*  Formerly,  this  Commonwealth 
placed  a  tax  on  all  visitors  who  remained  in 
the  State  over  a  certain  period  of  time. 
Apparently,  the  scheme  was  tried  out  and  it 
was  found  to  be  a  draw-back,  that  is,  to  the 
extent  of  keeping  people  from  visiting  the  State. 

Students,   in  studying  this  tax,  will 
be  brought  into  proximity  with  certain  operations 
of  State  Government  that  will  prove  of  interest 
to  them  all  through  life. 

Most  of  the  students  come  from  families 
that  have  an  automobile.    Many  of  the  students, 
particularly  in  this  section  of  the  country,  have 
visited  the  scenic  State  of  New  Hampshire  at  some 
time  during  a  summer  period.    Many  of  them  spend 
vacations  in  that  State  or  have  friends  that  do. 
Hence,  such  an  item  of  news  will  prove  of  interest 

*  "Boston  Post,"  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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to  these  pupils  and  prove  to  "be  an  entering 
wedge,  an  "attention  getter"  that  the  efficient 
teacher  can  pr  opel  along  to  a  successful 
conclusion. 

Once  having  obtained  the  interest 
of  the  class  upon  this  subject,  then  it  will 
be  an  easy  matter  to  go  a  step  further  and  open 
up  the  question  of  States'  rights,  a  burning 
question  of  the  day  and  one  that  is  likely  to 
remain  so  for  the  remainder  of  the  century. 

Items  such  as  this  one  are  directly 
connected  with  the  matter  of  State  Government 
and,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  of  interest  to 
the  rank  and  file. 

I  strongly  believe  that  the  proper 
way  to  introduce  any  subject ,  to  propel  it,  is 
to  first  gain  the  attention  and  interest  of  the 
students  through  the  medium  of  an  item  such  as 
this  one. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

Physics,      Here  we  have  an  item 
in  the  news  having  to  do  with  this  interesting 
subject.*    It  explains  the  new  uses  to  which 
electricity  can  be  put.    The  alert  teacher  will 
use  this  material  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
good  ground-work  training  to  the  members  of 
this  particular  group. 

Most  students  are  interested  in  the 
element  of  electricity.     It  is  used  today  in 
most  every  home.     Students  are  interested  in 
knowing,  if  possible,  just  what  the  morrow  holds 
in  the  way  of  advancement  along  technical 
electrical  lines.      This  article  will  tend  to 
create  interest  in  a  subject  that  might  otherwise 
be  considered  "dry"  and  uninteresting. 

In  studying  the  new  uses  to  which 
electricity  is  put,  we  are  entering  a  field  that 
may  lead  into  many  others.      The  skilled  teacher 
will  quickly  see  her  opportunity  to  motivate 
allied  subjects. 

*  "Boston  Herald,"  Mar.  1,1929. 
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Another  news  report  that  may  "be 
introduced  into  the  subject  of  physics  in 
order  to  arouse  new  interest,  to  gain  new 
objectives,  is  one  having  to  do  with  a  new 
discovery  that  will  allow  a  bean  of  light 
to  automatically  count  the  autoes  as  they 
pass  through  the  new  Hudson  Vehicular  Tunnel 
in  New  York  City.* 

The  students  of  electricity,  the 
student  of  physics  will  be  profoundly 
interested  in  this  amazing  new  idea. 
The  fact  that  it  is  working-out  successfully 
at  the  new  great  tunnel  is  evidence  in  itself 
that  here  is  a  wonderful  discovery  insofar  as 
the  study  of  electricity,  of  physics,  and  of 
allied  subjects  are  concerned. 

So  the  news  of  the  day  has  information 
which  tends  to  motivate  just  about  any  school 
subject  that  is  now  included  in  the  curr iculums 

*  "Boston  Globe,"  Feb.  26,  192  9. 
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of  the  up-to-date  school  systems. 

Science  is  making  such  rapid  strides 
today  that  it  behooves  the  teacher  of  any  of 
the  sciences  to  follow  closely  the  daily 
news  reports. 

The  good  teacher  will  keep  in  touch 
with  such  a  newspaper  as  the  "New  York  Times" 
in  order  that  she  may  have  the  last  word  on 
the  particular  subject  that  she  teaches.  Only 
in  this  way  can  she  keep  abreast  of  the  rapidly 
changing  times. 

We  have  more  expert  scientists  working 
at  the  various  laboratories  throughout  the  land 
today  than  e ver  before  and  this  means  that  we  will 
have  more  discoveries,  more  inventions,  more  new 
ideas  brought  forward  than  ever  before. 

Nothing  gains  the  interests  of  the  pupils 
quicker  than  to  be  informed  about  current  discoveries; 
to  be  told  about  the  work  of  different  geniuses 
that  is  now  going  on  in  the  laboratories  of  the  land. 
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CHAPTER  Vlll. 

Biology.      In  this  particular  field 
the  news  of  the  day  often  holds  particular 
interest.     In  the  period  under  survey  we  have 
a  news  item  having  to  do  with    the  importing 
of  a  foreign  insect  to  fight  off  the  native 
corn-borer.  * 

The  teacher  should  give  a  short  history 
of  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  wipe  out 
various  pests  in  the  history  of  America  by  the 
importation  of  foreign  insects  to  prey  upon  the 
particular  pest  that  we  were  bothered  with. 

The  teacher  should  also  proceed  to  the 
point  of  where  it  is  fully  explained  that  sometimes 
the  cure  is  worse  than  the  disease,  that  the 
importation  of  the  foreign  insect  proves  to  be 
of  greater  damage  than  was  the  original  pest. 


*  "Boston  Herald,"  Feb.  26,  1929. 
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CHAPTER  Vlll. 

Chemistry.    The  field  of  chemistry 
is  one  that  holds  much  of  interest  to  the 
average  person  provided  the  facts  of  this 
particular  field  are  properly  presented. 

In  the  news  of  the  day  we  have  an 
item  stating  that  the  ice  distributors  of 
Boston,  that  is,  most  of  them,  are  now 
making  ice  by  the  use  of  chemicals  and 
electricity.    Twenty  years  ago,  practically 
all  of  the  Boston  ice  dealers,  did  as  the 
dealers  of  other  cities  and  towns  did,  went 
to  the  lakes  and  ponds  of  the  surrounding 
districts  during  the  winter  period  and  then 
cut  and  stored  enough  ice  to  last  through  the 
hot  summer  periods.* 

Modern  science  has  more  or  less 
eliminated  all  this  old-time  procedure. 

*  "Boston  Herald,"  Feb.  27,  1929. 
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Today,  the  chemist  has  succeeded  in 
showing  the  ice-man  just  how  to  mix  ehemicals 
and  how  to  distribute  his  freezing  pipe-lines 
so  that  he  can  make  ice  cheaper  than  he  can 
cut  it  on  the  rivers  and  lakes.    The  result 
in  a  complete  transformation  in  the  business 
and  old-time  methods  are  discarded  over-night. 

Another  great  chemical  discovery  has 
led  to  the  discovery  of  a  new  method  of 
freezing  fish.*  Leading  fish  men  at  the  Boston 
Fish  Market  claim  that  it  will  revolutionize 
the  entire  industry. 

Heretofore  ,  we  have  been  unable  to 
supply  Chicago,  Mexico  City  and  other  distant 
points  with  fresh  Boston  fish  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  were  unable  to  properly  pack  it  in  ice. 
Pack  it  as  we  would,  the  fish  did  not  appear  to 
be  in  the  very  best  of  condition  when  it  reached 
these  distant  points. 

**Boston  Traveler",  Feb.  23,  1929. 

Page  28. 


(99.) 

Now  it  is  claimed  that  modern 
chemistry  has  given  the  fish  industry  a 
chemical  that  when  applied  properly  to  the 
fish  will  keep  it  in  perfect  condition  so 
that  it  can  he  shipped  into  a  hot  conntry 
and  remain  in  good  condition. 

The  enthusiastic  statement  has  been 
made  that  it  is  now  possible  to  ship  from  the 
Boston  Fish  Pier    a  barrel  of  fish  that  will 
arrive  at  Mexico  City  in  just  as  good  condition 
as  it  was  when  taken  from  the  steamer  or  fish- 
trawler  at  the  Fish  Pier. 

For  many  years  chemists  have  been 
working  along  lines  tending  to  permit  fish  to 
be  shipped  for  long  distances  into  hot  countries 
and  still  retain  its  original  flavor.     If  this 
objective  has  been  obtained,  then  it  means  a 
revolution  in  the  fish  business. 

The  efficient  teacher  will  bring  out 
these  facts  when  speaking  with  her  chemistry 
classes.    The  students  will  be  found  very  eager 
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to  gain  all  possible  information  along  two 
such  important  lines. 

The  teacher  will  find  that  the 
pupils  will  go  to  their  work  with  a  great 
deal  more  interest  and  with  much  more  enthusiasm 
than  if  they  were  not  informed  of  these  daily- 
press  reports. 

Reports  such  as  these  bring  home  to 
the  students  the  fact  that  the  subject  of 
chemistry  is  one  upon  which  the  people  of  the 
world  greatly  depend  for  important  information; 
that  the  study  of  the  subject  is  not  an  idle  one, 
but  a  most  serious  study;  one  that  may  greatly 
advance  the  cause  of  civilization  and  may  lift 
great  burdens  from  the  backs  of  nankind. 

There  are  numerous  subjects  which  can 
be  motivated  by  a  perusal  of  these  facts. 
We  all  thrill  with  pride  when  one  of  our  scientists 
comes  forward  with  a  discovery.    Such  information 
could  be  worked  into  the  History  classes,  the 
classes  in  Civics,  Government  etc. 
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It  could  be  shown  where  the  system 
of  education  here  in  the  United  States  that 
tends  to  give  every  child  a  chance  to  educate 
himself,  has  greatly  fostered  and  encouraged  the 
spirit  of  research  that  is  today  hearing  such 
magnificent  fruit. 

Such  material  could  he  used  in 
classes  on  "Americanism".     For  what  makes  the 
average  American  swell  with  pride  quicker  than 
do  the  discoveries  of  our  great  men? 

Children  will  be  found  to  be  very 
much  interested  in  such  material  when  properly 
presented,  and  older  students,  even  up  to  the 
graduate  schools  will  be  found  to  have  the  very 
same  interest. 

Nothing  creates  interest  than  the 
explaining  to  a  class  just  how  some  of  the  great 
discoveries  that  are  taking  place  will  effect  them 
in  their  every  day  lives. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Pu"b lie  Health.      We  are  all  more  or 
less  interested  in  this  interesting  subject. 
Those  schools  which  do  not  already  include 
this  subject  in  their  curriculum  will  be 
found  to  have  it  within  a  short  period. 
More  and  more  we  are  coming  to  understand 
the  great  need  of  proper  sanitation  conditions 
for  the  rank  and  file  of  people  if  we  are  to 
keep  down  the  dreadful  scourges  of  disease 
that  formerly  wrought  such  havoc  . 

All  information  which  tends  to  show 
the  manner  in  which  groups  of  people  are  seeking 
to  keep  perfect  health,  to  keep  down  disease, 
should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  class. 

In  the  period  under  review  we  have 
a  press  report  that  it  is  now  compulsory  for  the 
Boston  firemen  and  policemen  to  take  exercise.* 

*  "Boston  Traveler",  Mar.  2,  1929. 
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This   information  will  tend  to  make 
the  students  a  little  more  careful  about  their 
own  exercising. 

Another  news  items  tells  us  that  Boston 
is  assured  of  a  pure  milk  supply.*  The  energetic 
teacher  will  explain  to  the  class  the  great 
importance  of  keeping  the  milk  supply  pure. 
Many  diseases  have  "been  traced  to  impure  milk 
and  the  various  scourges  that  have  broken  out 
in  years  gone  by  should  be  explained. 

Hot  only  classes  in  "Public  Health"  but 
classes  in  "Chemistry"  and  "Government  "  should  be 
interested  in  the  supplying  of  a  pure  milk  supply 
to  the  people  of  this  land. 

Just  how  the  milk  supply  is  observed  and 
kept  pure  is  a  very  interesting  story  that  press 
reports  very  often  elaborate  upon    and  then  is  the 
opportunity  for  the  alert  teacher  to  drive  her 
story  home,  a  story  that  will  interest  just  about 
every  student  of  the  class. 

*  "Boston  Herald,"  Mar.  2,  1929. 
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The  daily  press  often  gives  reports 
of  the  various  phases  involved  in  the  conquering 
of  typhoid  fever.*  Much  emphasis  is  placed  upon 
the  control  of  pure  drinking  water.     Experts  seem 
to  think  that  when  this  particular  disease  gets 
going,  that  drinking  water  often  has  a  lot  to  do 
with  it.     Experts  are  investigating  continually 
with  a  view  to  eventually  eliminating  this 
disease  from  the  face  of  the  earth  and  it  should 
he  of  interest  to  the  average  class  in  "Public 
Health" ,  or  to  anj^one  who  is  old  enough  to  be 
interested  in  proper  sanitation,  to  follow  the 
advances  that  are  being  made  along  these  lines. 

While  discussing  the  fight  that  is 
being  made  upon  typhoid  fever,  it  would  be  of 
particular  interest  to  a  class  in  Massachusetts 
to  know  that  this  State  has  one  of  the  very  best 
of  records  in  the  eliminating  of  this  disease. 
How  this  was  done,  is  an  interesting  story.** 

*  "Boston  Post,"  Feb.  25,  1929. 
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In  connection  with  "Public  Health" 

it  is  alY/ays  of  interest  to  know  about  the 

new  vaccines  that  are  being  brought  out  every 

now  and  then.     Today  we  are  advised  of  a  new 

vaccine  for  whooping  cough,  that  dreaded  disease 

of  child-hood.*    What  student  of  "Chemistry",  of 

"Public  Health"  or  or  any  of  the  allied  subjects 
what 

but' will  take  on  renewed  vigor  in  the  study  of 
his  subject  when  such  an  interesting  point  is 
explained  to  him? 

Another  interesting  news  item  upon 
the  subject  of  "Public  Health"  has  to  do  with 
the  report  that  last  year  over  three  million  people 
took  advantage  of  the  free  baths  which  the  City 
of  Boston  operates  for  its  citizens.** 

The  student  of  "Public  Health"  of  "Government" 
and  of  the  allied  subjects  will  find  much  food 
for  thought  in  this  statement. 

*  "Boston  Transcript",  Feb.  1,  1929. 
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**  "Boston  Traveler",  Feb.  23,  1929. 
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A  recent  news  report  gives  us 
additional  details  on  the  study  of  the  mosquito 
as  a  disease-carrier.    We  have  learned  much 
from  the  study  of  this  insect  and  the  chances 
are  we  will  learn  much  more  in  the  next  few 
years  as  the  various  professional  men  who  are 
now  on  the  trail  of  this  disease-carrier  make 
their  reports. 

Here  is  a  news  item  which  gives  us 
the  last  word  in  the  matter  of  learning  to 
control  the  deadly  bites  of  the  mosquito.* 

During  the  period  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War  the  scientists  of  the  United  States 
hunted  down  this  enemy  of  mankind  and  finally 
traced  to  the  mosquito  much  of  the  malaria  and 
yellow  fever  that  was  then  prevalent.  Since  then, 
the  war  on  this  insect  has  been  incessant. 
A  continued  study  of  the  activities  of  the  mosquito 
has  been  kept  up  with  a  view  to  learning  more 
about  these  particular  insects. 

*  "Boston  Traveler",  Liar.  2,1929. 

(Editorial. ) 
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The  competent  teacher  should  he 
in  a  position  to  explain  the  recent  reports 
regarding  the  advance  that  has  been  made  in 
the  study  of  the  life -habits  of  the  mosquito. 
Classes  in  "Biology",  "ZiJology",  and  allied 
subjects  will  be  found  to  have  a  great 
interest  in  obtaining  this  information. 

The  teacher  can  explain  about  the 
large  amounts  of  money  that  are  spent  by 
Uncle  Sam  in  studying  various  insects  such 
as  the  mosquito  and  what  it  means  to  properly 
understand  their  life  habits. 

The  teacher  may  go  further  and  explain 
the  great  sacrifices  made  by  men  such  as  Dr. 
Walter  Reed,  Dr.  Wei.  Gorgas  and  others  whose 
names  will  live  so  long  as  American  history 
lasts. . .men  who  made  minute  studies  of  insects 
such  as  mosquitoes  and  then  went  to  work  to 
clean  them  out. 
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No  more  interesting  story  can  be 
explained  to  any  class  than  the  story  of 
the  French  attempt  to  "build  a  canal  at 
Panama.    Tell  about  DeLesseps,  the  eminent 
Frenchman  who  built  the  Suez  Canal,  feeling 
that  if  he  were  successful  in  the  building  of 
one  canal, then  he  surely  could  not  fail  in 
Panama. 

With  plenty  of  money  at  his  disposal 
he  failed  and  he  failed  because  he  did  not 
properly  evaluate  the  destructive  paver  of 
the  lowly  mosquito.    When  the  French  left 
Panama  they  left  5Q,000  tomb-stones  as  a 
perpetual  reminder  of  the  death  and  destruction 
that  mosquitoes  could  bring  about. 

The  world's  greatest  brain  surgeon  and 

most  eminent  physician,  Harvey  Cushing  of 

Harvard,  explained  these  facts  to  the  students 

♦ 

of  Dartmouth  College  only  a  few  weeks  ago. 


"*Boston  Globe",  May  5,  1929 

Editorial. 
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With  such  a  great  fund  and  store- 
house of  information  as  the  present  day- 
press  presents,  the  teacher  of  sciences 
should  be  in  a  position  to  continually 
keep  the  students  of  their  classes  imbued 
with  an  intellectual  curiosity  that  they 
will  carry  with  them  vfoen  they  leave  school 
and  college  and  remain  with  them  through-out 
life.      This  is  education  in  the  highest  sense. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Music.     The  study  of  music  is  one 
that  is  receiving  more  and  more  attention  in 
the  great  school  systems  of  the  country  each 
year.      Most  every  pupil  is  interested  in  music. 

In  my  day,  when  in  the  high  school, 
my  love  of  music  was  almost  obliterated  by  the 
dry  manner  in  which  it  was  presented. 

The  ordeal  of  voice  testing  was 
frowned  upon.     Then  the  selection  of  the  music 
that  the  students  were  asked  to  sing  was  always 
a  bone  of  contention. 

Only  once  a  year  was  their  enthusiasm 
and  zest  in  the  music  hall  and  that  was  >*then  the 
students  were  allowed  to  sing  the  football  songs. 
I  asked  then  and  have  asked  since,  "Why  would  it 
not  be  a  good  idea  to  sing  one  foot-ballAat  each 
rehearsal  throughout  the  year?" 

But  no,  the  teachers  did  not  feel  that 
this  was  the  proper  thing  to  do. 
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The  daily  press  very  often  gives 
reports  on  various  musical  geniuses  that 
should  be  recited  to  the  classes  in  music. 
Here,  for  instance,  is  a  press  reporter  on  a 
Dorchester  High  School  student  who  is  an 
expert  maker  of  violins.* 

Now  the  average  student  is  interested 
in  what  other  students  are  doing  and  will  be 
much  interested  in  this  report. 

Here  is  another  press  report  apon  the 
life  of  the  noted  composer  and  pianist,  Eugene 
Goosens.      This  material,  of  human  appeal, 
should  be  given  to  the  classes  in  short, 
concise  form.    Students  will  be  interested 
in  knowing  that  Mr.  Goosens  is  an  expert 
composer  and  a  genius  at  playing  the  violin 
and  piano, — rather  an  extraordinary  combination.** 
Another  press  report  brings  word  that 

*  "Boston  Traveler,"  Mar.  1,  192  9. 
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**  "Boston  Post,"  Feb.   26,  1929, 
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the  great  woman  contralto  of  the  world,  Mme. 
Schumann-He ink,  is  about  to  retire  at  the 
age  of  68.     Just  about  every  student  will  be 
interesting  in  knowing  that  this  marvellous 
woman  has  succeeded  in  Raising  a  large  family 
of  children , and,  at  the  same  time,  retained 
her  voice  until  the  age  of  68.  * 

It  is  an  eloquent  argument  in  favor 
of  all  pupils  learning  to  sing  in  order  that 
they  may  enjoy  their  voice  and  good  music  all 
through  life.     It  will  poignantly  point  out  to 
them  that  voice  and  music  are  hot  alone  for  the 
young  but  may  be  carried  into  old  age. 

Another  news  items  tells  us  about 
the  life  of  the  most  famous  violin  maker  that 
ever  lived,  Stradivarius.**Any thing  about 
this  genius  should  be  of  interest  to  the  average 
class  in  music  or  in  any  other  class  for  that 
matter . 

*  "Boston  Traveler",  Mar.  2,  1929. 

Editor  ial. 

**  "Boston  Traveler",  Mar.  2,  192  9. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Athletics. (Hygiene. )      This  subject 
can  be  used  to  motivete  physical  exercise 
and  personal  hygiene  lessons.     I  do  not 
know  of  any  more  powerful  influence  with 
the  young  men  than  to  keep  up  in  front  of 
them  the  eloquent  lessons  in  self-mastery 
as  represented  by  the  leading  athletes  of 
the  day. 

At  this  particular  time  we  have 
an  article  upon  Dr.  Edvin  Wide,  the  eminent 
Swedish  runner  and  record-breaker.  The 
average  young  man  is  interested  in  hearing 
about  this  great  athlete.    He  came  to  the 
United  States  and  broke  the  world's  indoor 
2  mile  running  record.* 

The  competent  teacher  should  be  able 
to  take  a  personality  such  as  this  one  and 


*  "Boston  Herald",  Feb.  83,  1^2^ 
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explain  it  fully  to  the  class.  Explain 
the  manner  in  which  Dr.  wide  carried  on 
his  medical  studies  while  continuing  with 
his  athletic  exercises.    Hoy;  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  continue  with  both  lines.  How 
Dr.  Wide  felt  that  his  mind  and  body  were 
kept  in  much  better  condition,  by  daily 
exercise,  and  hence,  he  was  able  to  do 
well  with  his  studies. 

There  is  a  wealth  of  material 
here  for  the  skilled  teacher  to  vrork  upon, 
material  that  will  do  much  toward  giving 
renewed  life  to  a  class  that  has  become , 
in  their  ways ,  more  or  less  careless  and 
indif  f  erent. 

Swimming.    Here  is  a  press  article 
telling  us  that  all  Japanese  girls  must  learn 
how  to  swim.* 

*  "Boston  Traveler,"  Feb.  23,  1929. 
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The  average  American  school- 
girl will  he  interested  in  obtaining  this 
information  ahout  the  school-girls  of  Japan 
and  naturally,  the  American  girl  will  ask 
herself  as  to  why  it  would  not  be  a  good  idea 
for  her  also  to  take  up  swimming  ,  if  she  has 
not  already  done  so. 

Press  material,  such  as  this,  acts 
as  a  great  incentive,  a  motivator,  a  re-awaken er 
for  many  students. 

The  skillful  teacher  will  make  us  e 
of  such  material,  at  a  time  when  it  is  really 
in  the  news  of  the  day,  in  order  to  create  in 
their  s tud en ts  a  sincere  desire  to  accomplish 
results  in  certain  fields  of  activity. 
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CONCLUSION. 


I  have  long  been  of  the  opinion 
that  teachers,  in  general,  would  obtain 
greater  objectives  if  they  perused  the 
news  of  the  day  as  dispensed  by  reputable 
newspapers,  and  then, passed  on  this  news, 
properly  segregated  into  component  parts, 
to  the  various  classes  of  study  over  which 
they  had  control. 

Many  pupils  complain  that  various 
subjects  are  very  uninteresting.     They  try 
to  see  where  a  particular  subject  is  going 
to  help  them  in  later  life,  and,  being  unable 
to  satisfactorily  answer  this  question,  in  many 
cases,  adopt  a  rather  disgruntled  attitude  which 
reflects  itself  in  all  the  work  of  the  student. 

The  efficient  teacher  will  take  means 
to  combat  cases  such  as  this  one.    She  will  use 
every  means  at  her  disposal  to  show  the  pupils 
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Conclusion  cont inued  . 


that  their  interest  requires  that  they 
pay  iLuch  attention  to  a  particular  subject. 

The  news  of  the  day,  is  always 
of  more  or  less  interest  to  the  rank  and 
file  of  students,  and  the  skillful  teacher 
will  see  to  it  that  it  is  used  to  motivate 
a  subject  or  that  it  is  used  to  make  more 
interesting  to  the  class,  a  particular 
lesson. 

I  believe  that  the  teacher  of  the 
future  will  pay  much  attention  to  the  news 
of  the  day  as  contained  in  reliable  publications. 
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